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EDITORIAL 


_—@—__ 


“The Real Issues That 
Divide Us” 
What Is Truth? 


The real issues that divide us is the title of a 
long article carried in two recent issues of The 
Presbyterian Outlook. Those who have been read- 
ing on the one hand The Presbyterian Outlook and 
its predecessor, and on the other hand The South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal, recognize that serious 
issues face our Church. The article in question 
really takes one back to the meaning of truth. 


Of course it has been evident that real issues 
faced us before the publication of this article. 
When the then Pastor of the Church in Charlottes- 
ville wrote criticising his presbytery for rejecting 
the man he wanted as university pastor because 
this minister could not accept such doctrines as 
the substitutionary atonement of Christ, we knew 
that there were real issues at stake. That Pastor 
described as Idle Words matters that concerned 
the heart and core of the faith, for they were the 
things concerning Jesus Christ; and “Other foun- 
dation can no man lay than that which is laid 
which is Jesus Christ.” 


When the Pastor of the Ginter Park Presby- 
terian Church came out with a double article in 
which he opposed the Calvinism of our confession 
and plead for liberalism, we knew that there were 
real issues facing us. In answering him the editors 
of the Southern Presbyterian Journal defended 
the Calvinism of our standards and opposed the 
current liberalism. The issues were clearly drawn. 


The current article on The Real Issues That 
Divide Us definitely defends the prominent liberals 
of Union New York and asks us to unite with the 
USA Church on their liberal program. In times 
past we have been told that our conservatism 
united with the conservatism of men like Sam G. 
Craig, Clarence E. Macartney, and Frederick W. 
Evans might make a united conservative Presby- 
terian Church. Now this lead article in The Pres- 
byterian Outlook calls for a union on the basis 
of a vindication of Fosdick, Coffin, and Van Du- 
sen. Presumably the author of this article classifies 
the conservative USA Assembly which condemned 


the licensing of Van Dusen with the writers of 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal, that is, as 
“‘ultra-conservatives” whose “framework of thought 
belongs to a bygone century.” 


In these sharp strictures one meets a funda- 
mental thing which divides our thinking from that 
of the author of The Real Issues That Divide Us. 
For him, what one admires in Augustine, Pascal, 
Luther, and Calvin is not that they expressed 
Christian truth once for all, but that they spoke 
God’s contemporary message to their own times. 
For him, one should find new truth unfolding 
in the spiritual as in the scientific spheres. In- 
‘deed, the author of The Real Issues That Divide Us 
holds that Dabney, Thornton Whaling, and B. M. 
Palmer preached to their age; but that if they had 
had a Twentieth Century education and lived in 
today’s world they would likely have preached the 
“new theistic light” which Fosdick, Van Dusen 
| Ses Coffin have brought to the modern universi- 
ties. 


This position is that truth or so-called truth 
is in flux. “Truth” changes as men and as opinions 
\change, for “truth” has its source in changeable 
\men. What was true in the generation of yesterday 
is no longer in fashion today. 


On the contrary, we hold that truth comes from 
ithe living, wholly self-conscious, God who knows 
|the end from the beginning. In His grace God 
|/has given His only-begotten Son to bring that 
truth down to us. He is the living truth, the In- 
carnate Word, truth and grace in ONE. We sing: 


O Word of God incarnate... 

O truth, unchanged, unchanging ... 
It gives a light to every age, 

It gives, but borrows none. 


Our Confession of Faith says: “The whole coun- 
cil of God, concerning all things necessary for His 
own glory, man’s salvation, faith and life, is either 
expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and 
necessary consequences may be deduced from 
Scripture: Unto which nothing at any time is to 
be added, whether by revelations of the Spirit, ot 
traditions of men.’’ We deny the right of the New 
York liberals or their Virginia defender to add 
to this Word or to make the clear teachings there- 
of invalid. In so far as Dabney, Whaling, am 
Palmer have preached and taught this Word thelr 
testimony is as valid today as it was when they 
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spoke. And that testimcny is valid for us on such 
things as the Virgin Birth of Christ, His substi- 
tutionary atonement, His preexistent Deity, His 
actual resurrection from the dead, His present 
Reign at God’s right hand, and His Coming in 
Glory—as against any and all liberal challenges 
thereto. Christ is the answer, the Christ who is 
revealed in His Holy Word. 


Thank God that He has permitted the supporters 
and the editors of the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nai—in spite of our sins, imperfections, slips, 
mistakes, and shortcomings—to lift up a standard 
for His truth. We invite to stand with us all those 
who believe that: 


The Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting, And 
His Truth Endureth To All Generations. 


The issue is with God. —Wnm. C. R. 


“Intellectually Static But 
Emotionally Dynamic” 


Dr. D. Maurice Allan’s illuminating articles in 
The Presbyterian Outlook on the subject, “The 
Real Issues That Divide Us,” will be discussed by 
another writer in this Journal. 


We will take up but one of Dr. Allan’s points. 
He states: 


“A final major premise that divides us is the 
assumption that true religion can be intellect- 
ually static but emotionally dynamic; in other 
words, that God is not now speaking to the 
Church and imparting new truth just as gen- 
uinely as He did at Pentecost, in the Reforma- 
tion, and in the Westminster Assembly. To 
one who reads our most staunchly conservative 
periodical appreciatively, there appears a 
warm glow of evangelical fervor, a high view 
of the Word of God and a single-hearted de- 
votion to our Lord and Saviour. These are 
wholly admirable and put some liberal publi- 
cations to shame. But the framework of 
thought belongs to a bygone century.” 


Just what is meant by a “framework of thought’ 
we are not certain. But, Dr. Allan makes it very 
clear that the finalities of Christianity for which 
we contend are not, to liberals, finalities, but pos- 
sible stepping-stones for later and clearer revela- 
tion. 


We accept this challenge. With all our hearts 
we affirm that there are certain Christian doctrines 
which are static and will continue so. By this we 
mean that in God’s infinite love, mercy and wisdom 
it has pleased Him to save sinners in every genera- 
tion from the time of Adam until the end of time, 
by grace alone. Before Christ this was through 
looking for One Who was to come. Since the Cross 
it has been solely by faith in His redeeming work. 
Along with this doctrine of God’s grace and Christ’s 
atoning work there are a group of other doctrines 
Which are clearly taught in God’s Word. 


We affirm that these doctrines are “static,” or 
fixed, that they have been and will continue to be 
the very heart of the Gospel. 


We further affirm that a man can hold these 
octrines and be intellectually honest and emo- 
tionally dynamic. 


. We recognize that there is a progressive revela- 
tion of God and His marvellous dealings with man 





throughout the Bible, of which Pentecost was a 
part. But, the subsequent refreshings of the Spirit, 
in the Reformation, in the Westminster Assembly 
and in many other times and places have been but 
the discovery or rediscovery of the great doctrines 
of truth which have ever been the same. 


To confuse methods adaptable for use in each 
succeeding generation with the message itself is a 
grave error. The radio can and is being used 
greatly for the preaching of the Gospel and for 
teaching Christian truths. But, it is not the radio 
which makes this work dynamic. Its power depends 
solely on the content of the message and that mes- 
sage must be the Gospel of the ages. The airplane 
can carry missionaries quickly to the most distant 
mission fields. But, what is preached determines 
whether the airplane has proven useful in the 
evangelization of the world. 


Paul certainly affirmed a static or fixed Gospel. 
In I Cor. 3:11 he states: “For other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” From there he goes on to show how saved 
men can spend their lives on activities which will 
not stand the eventual test of time. He shows how 
other believers can- build on this foundation for 
eternity. 


Protestantism has suffered, and is suffering, as 
the emphasis has shifted from essential doctrines 
to a materialistic and world-centered gospel. Evan- 
gelicals can well afford to re-examine their 
methods and their outlook on the social needs of 
this generation, but unless they couple with this 
an unshakable adherence to those things which 
God has fixed, they too will find themselves drift- 
ing with the tides of human philosophy. The 
“framework of thought” which the Christian must 
bring to bear on the needs of a floundering and 
doomed world is the dynamic of the redeeming 
work of the Saviour of sinners, the Christ of the 
Bible. 


For this position the evangelical has no reason 
to be ashamed. —L.N.B. 


In God We Trust— 
Is It Legal? 


The recent decision of the United States Su- 
preme Court in stating that it is contrary to the 
Constitution to use public school buildings for the 
teaching of the Bible came as a shock to millions 
of Christians. 


To the writer this decision was shocking be- 
cause it appears that the members of the Supreme 
Court rendered their decision on a misinterpre- 
tation of the law involved. 


No right thinking person would argue that tax- 
supported schools should be used, per se, for re- 
ligious instruction. But, surely the parents of the 
children attending these schools, the very indi- 
viduals who pay the taxes, have-the inalienable 
right to provide additional funds and teachers and 
have instruction in the Bible given as an extra- 
curricular subject if they so desire. 


This decision came in protest from an atheistic 
mother who stated that her son was “embarrassed” 
because the other students attended Bible classes 
and he did not. We presume that this same mother 
is “embarrassed” when she passes a church on the 
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corner as she goes to market. We presume that 
she and her family are similarly “embarrassed” by 
being forced to use coins on which are stamped 
“In God We Trust.” 


We are convinced that it is the duty of Chris- 
tian parents to insist on the continuation of the 
teaching of the Bible, wherever that is done with 
funds raised for that specific purpose and for those 
students who elect to take the courses. 


This question cannot be settled until it is settled 
right and this will take additional law suits and 
appeals until the Supreme Court again is called 
upon to reconsider the matter and to render a de- 
cision in harmony with the constitutional rights of 
this free nation. 


To do less leaves America where “freedom to 
worship God according to the dictates of the con- 
science” is no longer a fact. According to the laws 
of our land, the Catholic, the Jew, the Protestant, 
and even the atheist, have the right to believe, or 
not believe as they so desire. But, the founders of 
our nation never contemplated the capitulation of 
Christian rights before atheism, as this Supreme 
Court decision seems to imply. 


The International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion is reported to have stated from its Chicago 
office that such religious instruction should imme- 
diately cease in the schools and other ways be dis- 
covered for such teaching. 


Again we state—this decision should not be 
taken without further legal tests. This will require 


courage and money but too much is at stake to 
do less. 


Surely, in the land where our coins bear the 
words, “In God We Trust,” Christians have the 
right to have the Bible taught in their schools, 
when said funds, teachers and time are at the ex- 


pense of those who desire it, and not from public 
funds! 


If we do not have this right, then “In God We 
Trust” on our coins is not legal. This is a chal- 
lenge to Christians and a challenge to the things 
which have contributed to make America great. 
Only a reversal or a marked clarification of this 
decision of the Supreme Court can meet the re- 
quirements of religious freedom. 


a 


In connection with our editorial on this same 
question we urge our readers to carefully read the 
following memorandum. —L.N.B 


9 March, 1948. 


Special Memorandum: To Editors of Christian 
Periodicals. . 


Concerning: Supreme Court Decision in 
Champaign-McCollum Case. 


A National Committee* on a Christian Philo- 
sophy of Education in session at Wheaton College 
when the Supreme Court decision on the 
Champaign-McCollum case is announced, calls to 
the attention of Christian editors the fact that 
this decision, regrettable because indicating the 
extreme secularism of American public education, 
nevertheless provides the basis for a vigorous pro- 
test against atheistic and Anti-Christian teaching 
in public schools. 


*Sponsored by the National Association of 
Evangelicals. 





Certainly if the principles of American demo. 
cracy so sacredly guard the right to religious dis. 
belief against religious instruction, the right to re. 
ligious belief has equal claim to protection against 
the teachings of atheism and unbelief. If religious 
instruction on a voluntary basis violates the rights 
of the atheist who is free to absent himself from 
such instruction, none can deny that the teachi 
of naturalism and materialism with their atheistic 
implications, given in classes Christians are re. 
quired to attend, violate religious freedom and con- 
stitute governmental interference with matters of 
faith. 


A nation-wide protest against Anti-Christian 
teaching in grade schools, high schools, state col- 
leges, and state universities, supported by the 
logic of this Supreme Court decision, will make a 
Christian impact upon school and society memor- 
able in the history of our democracy. Public schools 
belong to Christians as well as to atheists, avowed 
or subtle. By and large, the public schools reflect 
the standards and ideals of society. Christians too 
generally have been silent; this decision of the 
Supreme Court against religious instruction may 
well become the sounding board for Christian pro- 
test against atheistic instruction. 


This campaign might effectively begin with stu- 
dents who dare to challenge Anti-Christian teach- 
ing of textbook or instructor, and who are then 
supported by parents, pastors, and the Christian 
public. Such a campaign needs the stimulus of the 
Christian press, applied immediately and nation- 
wide. 

For the Committee: 


Frank E. Gaebelein, Chairman, 
Headmaster, Stony Brook School, 
Stony Brook, N. Y. 

Leslie R. Marston, Bishop, 

The Free Methodist Church. 

Harold B. Kuhn, Professor, 
Asbury Theological Seminary, 
Wilmore, Ky. 

Stephen W. Paine, President, 
Houghton College, 

Houghton, N. Y. 

Robert L. Cooke, Chairman, 
Division of Education, 
Wheaton College, Ill. 

Enock C. Dyrness, Registrar, 
Wheaton College, 

Wheaton, Il. 





Progress And Change 


We are convinced that many of our liberal bre- 
thren are confusing these two. Not all change can 
be termed progress. 


One can become so enthusiastic about a certain 
line of thought or action that he loses his per- 


' spective and actually precipitates problems more 


difficult than the ones it is sought to eliminate. 


Let us look at the race problem in the light of 
progress and change. 


To eliminate discriminations against negroes 18 
progress. To increase their educational opportunl- 
ties is progress. To give them the respect of per- 
sonality which they deserve is progress. To treat 
them with the little Christian courtesies which 38 
their right, and, which to do less is a discredit to 
ourselves, is progress. To pay them wages or sal- 
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aries commensurate with the services rendered is 
progress. 
But, we do not believe the elimination of segre- 
gation which many are advocating, would be pro- 
, alihough it would be a change. We are con- 
yinced that the Christian thing to do, for the good 
of all concerned, is to recognize that unrestricted 
mingling of the races is not wise. There are those 
who insist that segregation is unChristian. We be- 
lieve it is both Christian and expedient. 


If we have to stand before our Lord and be 
judged as to which position is the wisest; young 
people of both races mingling without restriction, 
or recognizing the racial differences and the wis- 
dom of their continuation, as separate races; then 
we gladly and unequivocally prefer to stand with 
the latter group, which means segregation. 


In our judgement, its elimination is folly. 
—L.N.B. 


Pity The Heathen! 


Not all anachronisms are of the Connecticut 
Yankee or Model T variety. Nor do all occasion 
laughter. Who, on the shady side of forty does 
not vividly recall the days antecedent to our 
modern progressiveness, when irreverence was hid- 
den in the very thought of riding in a funeral 
procession faster than a horse-walk! And with 
what a jar came then the thought that when autos 
might possibly replace horses, folk could be guilty 
of precipitating the casket to the cemetery at a 
speed of fifteen miles per hour! 


How far has civilization progressed touching 
the interment of the dead? Funerals have become 
so expensive that few can really afford to die! 
Only necessity prevails over luxury when Morpheus 
reigns. The reference is not merely to expensive 
caskets (which some unscrupulous mortuary agents 
sell on the flight of sentimental agitation at a time 
of emotional instability). How short of heathenish 
is it for the family to buy the most expensive 
coffin—too often a too tardy gesture; but others 
expect it; honor to the departed demands it: and 
extravagance and costliness go down into the pit! 
Nor is reference here to inheritance and estate 
taxes, of whose worry the deceased is happily 
spared. Extravagance is meant in its literal sense. 


Do the heathen hire professional mourners who 
weep at will and a price? Civilization also pays 
an expert quartette who intone to order and on 
salary. What difference! Just don’t laugh at the 
heathen. And are we shocked at the stories of 
witch-doctors and conjurors and religious antics, 
exciting feelings and charming away evil spirits? 
What if the African native could witness our 
stilted ritual, and the pantomime of mercenary 
hands shuffling flowers and expensive floral 
tributes made to order, which many cannot afford 
to buy, and more are ashamed not to send! But at 
least the aboriginee is free from the burden of 
countless notes of thanks and their added drain 
on person and treasury (tags being carefully 
collected) , lest feelings be offended or standing 
be jeopardized or E.P. be contradicted. Prithee, 
sympathies for the civilized, not for the natives, 

he morticians can take it: if it be hard on the 
florists, bid them cry flowers for the living). 


And must we have prolonged eulogies, which, 
one fears, at times stretch the truth? Is it intelli- 
gent to tear open afresh the wounds of those who 
Sorrow, when even well-meaning, though too often 
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professional, parsons preside? Are not Christians 
met even at a funeral occasion to worship God, 
and not to hear praises of men! Why not the 
song of triumph, the hymn of victory! And how 
much more fitting and in “good taste” to turn 
only to the Word of God and to Prayer, leavi 
the consolatory sermon, as circumstances ad- 
vise, until the following Sunday. 


How much are we better than the uncivilized? 
By what strange quip, with what crude callousness 
do we actually invite the crowd to “view the 
remains,” little children even being held aloft to 
see the corpse. Is there not still some reverence 
due the departed, some respect for the tabernacle 
of clay! Why continue custom at the expense of 
enlightenment and courtesy and thoughtfulness? 
Shades of the Iliad and “bones unburied on the 
naked shore!” And pray tell, how civilized is it to 
require the bereaved to file down double lines of 
onlookers, inquisitive so often to see how the sor- 
rowing are affected, or even if they are the most 
sympathetic of friends. One cannot but wonder 
what the benighted Hindu would think of us. They 
had the custom of suttee, the widow of a grandee 
being burned on a funeral pyre (there being a 
reason )—reprehensible, pitiable, horrible. God and 
William Carey ended that for India: the U. S. still 
puts the distraught widow on a pedestal with the 
burning gaze of the pitiless populace focussed on 
her and the family. 


And again, how long, barring cremation and the 
ancestral ashes, requiring small space, before 
there will be insufficient unhallowed earth for 
harvests for the living, presuming we shall never 
stoop to the avaricious ghoulishness of some who 
eject from the cemetery vault the bones for which 
survivors pay no dues! And finally, why must we 
have public funerals? We are born in compara- 
tive privacy; we die in relative seclusion. Why 
cannot we be buried in the same way? A slogan 
for the civilized; “Private interment: no flowers” 

. . At any rate, as long as we continue the 
present procedures, we have scant reason to laugh 
at the heathen. Pity the civilized! —R.F.G. 


Is It Settled? 


“The Presbyterian Outlook” states in an edi- 
torial that the Federal Council issue in our Church 
is now settled. This position is based on the fact 
that, by a large majority, the Presbyteries have 
voted to remain in the Federal Council. 


After the 1947 meeting of the General As- 
sembly, in discussing the referring of this matter 
to the Presbyteries, we remember that this same 
paper remarked that even if the Presbyteries 
should vote to withdraw from the Council they and 
others would continue to agitate until the Church 
again voted to re-enter this organization. 


Those of us who disapprove of the Federal 
Council, as now constituted and operating, have 
come through this year with even clearer convic- 
tions on this matter. 


It is a matter of history that several years ago, 
after the majority of our Presbyteries had voted 
to withdraw, the General Assembly went ahead 
and again voted us into the Council. At that time 
we do not remember Pro-Federal Council members 
of our Church protesting that action. 


As long as the leadership of the Federal Council 
is dominated by avowed: modernists; as: long:as the 
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Federal Council continues to commit the Church to 


economic, political and racial policies on which | 


men of Christian piety and spiritual discernment | 


differ; as long as the Federal Council continues to 
work for a great ecumenical and creedless Church; 
so long will there continue to be opposition and 
this opposition cannot be silenced. 


The overwhelming majority of the objections 
made to the Federal Council have been substan- 
tiated. Until the proponents of the Council take 
effective stéps to eliminate these objections the 
issue will ‘remain. The responsibility now rests 
with ‘those who .have voted to continue in the 
Council. —L.N.B.: 

9 : 


Judgement 


__The'suicide of Ross Lockridge, Jr., the youthful 
author of Raintree County, calls for an analysis of 
American thought today. 


We do not judge young Lockridge; that God 
will do. 


But, we do. need to ask ourselves why a book so 
full of sexual rot and blasphemy should be chosen 
“The Book of the Month?” We need also to ask, 
why such a book should be chosen the winner of 
the $125,000.00 motion picture award? We need 
finally to ask why it was so enthusiastically re- 
ceived by the supposedly intelligent and right- 
thinking people of our time? 


This book came into our home from the Club 
which had chosen it as its prize novel of the 
month. The reading of fifty or sixty pages by a 
discerning member of the family showed its right- 
ful place to be in the furnace, to which it was con- 
signed immediately. This same reader also imme- 
diately wrote a strong letter of protest to the Club 
sponsoring the book. 


_. Ours is a privileged generation; a people whose 
spiritual and material opportunities are unparal- 
leled in the history of the world. But, instead of 
drawing closer to God we wallow in the sexual 
filth and blasphemies of many of our novels and 
pictures, and even Christian people rarely protest. 
Surely God will judge us. 


Wé are rightly distressed at the tragic death of 
this young writer, a man who used his unquestion- 
able talents for an unworthy purpose; but, let us 
remember Christ’s words: “But, except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish.” —L.N.B. 


“Profit?” 


Recent newspaper releases have told of nearly 
a half million dollars “profit” accruing to the 
State-controlled liquor stores in Charlotte during 
a three months’ period. 


Proportionate “profits” are claimed for Ashe- 
ville and other communities where the sale of 
liquor is legalized. 


The silence of the Christian Church on the evils 
flowing from alcohol is depressing. True, there are 
gestures in this direction at times, but this soul- 
destroying traffic is on the whole handled so re- 
spectfully that it must make the angels weep. 


There is hardly a day that the writer does not 
have in his office one or more people whose home 
is being wrecked by liquor. Again and again we 


——< 


see people whose bodies are affected directly oy 
indirectly by this hellish business. 


Broken homes again and again are the result 
of drink and the lost inhibitions which go hand ig 
hand with drinking. Social diseases are probably 
98 percent of the time contracted while under the 
influence of alcohol. 


‘In dollars and cents alcohol: is an economic 
drain on the nation. There is great “profit” in the 
liquor traffic, but it is profit for the devil. Chris. 
tian people who through indifference or actual 
voting for liquor, have a grave responsibility. 


We frankly admit that the solution to the 
problem is a difficult one. In the light of its effect 
on individuals and society as a whole, total abstip- 
ence seems to be the only course for the individnal 
Christian. Starting from that point the Christian 
owes it to others to see that his influence is against 
the legalizing of a business which blights so many 
bodies and damns so many souls. —L.N.B. 


Running Away Or Running 
With Patience 


In this busy age there are times when a nerve- 
frazzled Christian says to himself: “I must get 
out of this situation. It is intolerable. I must have 
rest.”” Then he thinks longingly, as Jeremiah did, 
of some lodging-place in the wilderness. He envies 
those who have found a peaceful retreat in a 
monastery. 


A weary grandparent may feel this way. A 
home has been broken through death or disagree- 
ment, and so grandchildren with whom it is diffi- 
cult to cope are now the responsibility of one who 
understandably thought that these years of limited 
strength would not be so terribly taxing. 


A business man feels the unrelenting pressure 
of life. At work he is surrounded by demands 
that drain his best thought and energy. Yet he 
has obligations in his home, church and community. 
He wishes he could let most of it go and live 
in a little hut on a warm, sandy beach and fish 
all day. 


The same thought comes to an over-fatigued 
mother. “Surely,” she thinks, “there must: be some 
other way of living less strenuously.” Little chil- 
dren’s hands are always stretching toward her, 
and while she heeds their wants with love, there 
is so much else she must do of cooking and wash- 
ing and ironing and mending and cleaning. 


Shall we run away? The thought is tempting. 


_ But there is an alternative. It is the Spirit 
inspired suggestion of Hebrews 12:1, “Let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us.” 
Frequently in Scripture the Christian life is de- 
scribed as a walk. But here it is said to be a race. 
It is, then, a very active existence which uses 
up reserve strength and tends toward exhaus- 
tion. The alternative to running away is running 
with patience or relaxing as much as possible in 
the midst of the race. 


_ Bill Carr, champion quarter-miler at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania about 1930 and Olympic 
winner, used to run with hands only partly 
clenched. He found that it saved energy to keep 
the fingers slightly relaxed and that it helped 
him to keep on around the track, seemingly a 
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maximum pace but actually with less than maxi- 
mum effort. 


Years ago a man who is a busy preacher, Bible 
teacher, editor and traveller, said that he had 
learned to sleep sitting up on trains by consciously 
relaxing each part of his body. There is evidently 
a way then to run with patience. 


The greatest aid to accomplish this is, of course, 
“looking unto Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). He has 
peen through the weary, grinding pace. Hands 
were always plucking at Him, begging, entreating, 
clutching. But no angry, impatient outburst ever 
arose in His heart or left His lips. He did the 
work His Father sent Him to do. 


Jesus is our Indwelling Strengthener by the 
Holy Spirit. He can help us to press on in this 
race until we attain the goal of “the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 
3:14). —C.N.W. 


The Tragedy Of 


Neutralizing Our 


Witness 


The highest obligation of the Christian on this 
earth is to glorify God in the capacity of a Chris- 
tian witness. When a Christian is saved he is not 
transplanted presto into Heaven. He is left here on 
our earth to serve Christ as a witness. The final 
command of our King ere He returned to the 
Father was: “Ye shall be my witnesses.” 


For this witness to be effective it must be con- 
sistent. Because of this fact our Church is a con- 
fessional Body. It was intended by our spiritual 
progenitors that our confessional standards should 
be accepted by all the leaders of our Church. This 
is not an arbitrary requirement for the simple rea- 
son that our standards are bottomed on the eternal 
truths of Scripture. Calvin recognized the validity 
of this principle. When he dedicated his Institutes 
to Francis I, King of France, he affirmed: “We 
indeed are miserable sinners before God and de- 
spised of man; but our doctrines will stand, ex- 
alted above all the glory of the world and un- 
conquered by all its power; for it is not ours, but 
that of the living God and His Christ.” 


Christians who apprehend the surpassing worth 
of sound doctrine should be prepared to defend it, 
and according to Calvin, willing to die for it. Cal- 
vin wrote: “As for us, such is our certainty of the 
truth which we profess, that we dread neither the 
terrors of death nor the judgment-seat of God.” 


To assume solemn vows before God to the effect 
that we embrace the truths set forth in our Con- 
fession and then straightway proceed to undermine 
them is no light fault, but rather, as Calvin would 
say, “detestable wickedness which kindles the wrath 
of God.” It is childish to consider such an attitude 
harmless and excusable. When we probe deeper we 
observe that such a practice is a manifestation of 
hostility of the mind and an unwillingness to be 
subject to the authority of God. Such an attitude 
vitiates our corporate testimony before the world. 


As a denomination we are obligated to bear our 
corporate witness. A few years ago The Christian 
Century ran a series of articles called, “How My 
Mind Has Changed During The Past Ten Years.” 
One of the contributors was Dr. Clarence E. Ma- 
cartney, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. In his article he stated that the 


Northern Presbyterian Church is no longer in po- 
sition to bear a corporate witness because of the 
diversity of the theological thought in this denomi- 
nation. He affirmed that the best one could do in 
that denomination was to bear his witness through 
the local Church. A denomination is certainly in a 
sad state when such a condition as this exists. 


In any sphere of life we recognize the import- 
ance of consistency. We know that an inconsistent 
testimony neutralizes and nullifies its effectiveness. 
It quickly destroys itself. It is suicidal. 


Fancy a legal firm retained to defend a client. 
The time arrives for the attorneys for the defen- 
dant to present the defence. One lawyer makes a 
statement and then his colleague contradicts it. 
The interest of the client would soon be destroyed 
by the conflicting statements of the two attorneys. 
The case would be lost and the reputation of this 
legal firm irreparably ruined. 


The witness of our Church today is being ren- 
dered ineffective due to irresponsible voices in our 
midst setting forth many desultory views at vari- 
ance with our confessional Standards. A few weeks 
ago a neighbor handed us two copies of The Out- 
look to read. These copies contained a number of 
statements neutralizing the witness of our Stan- 
dards. For instance, in the issue of March 8, there 
is a report of Dr. Frank Price’s Sprunt Lectures. 
On Page 6 we read: “Also I can not think of a 
holy and loving God making man’s eternity depend 
entirely upon his choices in this brief, earth-bound 
life. Surely if there is immortality there must be 
further hopes in it of salvation before the final 
sentence.” Strange as it may seem, the rabbi of our 
city made a statement similar to this one a few 
days ago. Now we are not surprised that a Jewish 
rabbi should hold to such a view. We are however 
simply amazed that one of our missionaries should 
advocate an erroneous idea of this kind that is 
without foundation in either the Bible or our Con- 
fession. A liberal minister declared in a sermon 
this year that we are in an era of “unprecedented 
confusion.” This should not be surprising when we 
find so many conflicting voices within our Church. 
Such is unfair to our laymen who are not trained 
in theology, and many of them are alert enough to 
perceive the reason for this confusion. 


If the leaders of our Church are honestly con- 
vinced that the manifesto we have given to the 
public is no longer tenable, then they should re- 
member their ordination vows and report this 
change of belief to the Session or the Presbytery 
to which they belong. 


Clear-minded thinkers know that the Church can 
not legitimately tolerate a contrary propaganda 
and at the same time maintain a corporate wit- 
ness. Johannes G. Vos in an excellent article on 
“The Visible Church” has reminded us that al- 
though a “weak brother” should be treated with 
sympathy it should be always with the understand- 
ing that he has no right to carry on a propaganda 
within or without the Church for his personal con- 
victions which are at variance with the corporate 
testimony of his Church. He writes: “The ‘weak 
brother’ who claims and exercises a ‘right’ to en- 
gage in propaganda against the official standards 
of his Church therefore claims to be not weak, but 
strong, and to regard the Church as occupying the 
position of the ‘weak brother.’ The Church may 
professedly receive a ‘weak brother’ and tolerate 
his weakness and the error associated with it, but 
the ‘weak brother’ who claims to be strong and 
acts accordingly becomes. intolerable. For. the 
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Church to tolerate a ‘weak brother’ is one thing, to 
tolerate a contrary propaganda is quite another 
matter. Even with respect to, minor points of doc- 
trine which are defined in the official standards of 
the Church to tolerate a contrary propaganda 
amounts to tolerating anarchy in the ecclesiastical 
sphere. It is true here as elsewhere that a house 
divided against itself can not stand.” 


This same discriminating thinker also calls to our 
attention.the point we just mentioned above. He 
states: “The church member who has scruples 
about, or dissents from, a point of doctrine set 
forth in his Church’s Creed certainly has the right 
to seek to have that Creed altered by addressing 
the judicatories of the Church with a petition 
setting forth his reasons for the desired 
change ... None of this legal and orderly pro- 
cedure is to be regarded as ‘contrary propaganda.’ 
Rather a ‘contrary propaganda’ is one which dis- 
regards and by-passes the judicatories of the 
Church and addresses itself to the public just as if 
ti¢€ matter were not one already defined in a cer- 
tain way in the Creed of the Church. Even worse 
is that form of propaganda which addresses the 
public, within or without the Church, in denounc- 
ing the standards of the Church themselves be- 
cause of their statements on some matter. Thus, a 
minister who has scruples about some doctrine set 
forth in the Creed of his Church may properly 
bring the matter before the judicatories of his de- 
nomination, but for him to preach from the pulpit 
against the affirmed doctrines of his Church is in- 
tolerable. A denomination which tolerates this prac- 
tice is certainly a house divided against itself and 
can not long stand. It may continue to exist as an 
organization, but it will no longer bear a real cor- 
porate testimony.” 


Anarchy is to be deplored wherever it is found. 
It is certainly disastrous in the life of the Church. 
Anarchy has never been an approved ecclesiastical 
principle. As we confront the present crisis in the 
world it behooves each one of us to be loyal to the 
authoritative teachings of our Church. Such loyalty 
will generate confidence, stimulate missionary ac- 
tivity and maintain ecclesiastical stability. It will 
prevent the neutralization of our witness and pro- 
mote the honor of Christ as King in aes! —— 





The Origin Of The 
Apostles’ Creed 


In his study of the matter, Kattenbusch dated 
the primitive form of the Creed about 100. See- 
berg, noting that Irenaeus and Tertullian said that 
it came from the beginning, held that it was such 
a. gradual precipitate from the preaching of the 
apostles and prophets that it could not be dated. 
Now Professor Oscar Cullman* has undertaken to 
give us in a brief French brochure a kind of 
Formgeschichte or form criticism of the Apostles’ 
Creed. By the use of the New Testament and other 
references he has traced the use of a primitive 
confession back to the time of the oral tradition 
which antedated the written form of our Gospels. 
During the time of oral tradition a norm or test of 
Christian truth was a necessity. And in the period 
from 50 to 150 when the Christian books were 
being written and being sifted to determine which 
should be admitted to the canon such a summary 
of the faith was indispensable. 


*O. Cullman, Les Premieres Confessions de foi 
Chretiennes, Paris, 1943. 
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_ This neucleus or common rule of truth appears 
in at least five usages. These causes of the origin 
of the Creed are: 








(1) Baptism and catechumenate. In later years 
Justin and Tertullian state that the creed was re. 
cited at baptism. In the New Testament references 
to this usage are Eph. 4:5; I Peter 8:18-22, ang 
the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch, Acts 8:36.38, 
Cullman holds that verse 37 is certainly very old, 











(2) Worship and preaching. Phil. 2:6-11 is re. 
garded as a primitive hymn probably translated 
from the Aanaic and based on Isaiah 45:23. I Cor, 
15:3-7 was used in the earliest preaching and 
catechetical work. As the Jews had their Shema go 
the Christians had a common confession for use in 
worship. cf. also I Tim. 3:16. 











(3) Healing and exorcisms. In his Dialogue with 
Trypho, Justin Martyr several times speaks of the 
confession of the LORD Christ as having special 
power in casting out demons. In the miracle of 
healing recorded in Acts 3:6 and in the discourses 
on that miracle 3:13-16 and 4:10 the power of 
healing is attributed to the name of Jesus Christ 
the Nazarene, crucified by the Jews and raised 
from the dead by God. In Mark the demons several 
times confess to Christ. 















(4) Persecutions. In I Tim. 6:12-16 Cullman 
finds a suggestion that Timothy has already been 
examined by a judicial action and is expecting a 
more severe test. The earliest symbol vetneneill 
the phrase that Christ confessed before Pontius 
Pilate. But as confession changed to martyrdoms 
the phrase took on the deeper hue, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate. Instead of confessing the Jews had 
denied Jesus before Pilate, Acts 3:13. While the 
state insisted that Caesar is Lord the Christians 
testified that every tongue shall confess that Jesus 
is Lord. “The title Lord is the supreme attribute 
possible, because it appertains only to God (Hebr.: 
Adonaj) and because God Himself conferred it on 
Christ. That is why the confession that Christ is 
Lord excludes for the Christian all recognition of 
any other Lord: The emperor cannot be Lord.” 
Rom. 10:9 shows that this short formula, Christ is 
Lord, characterizes every Christian confession. 
Matthew 10:19 promises the Spirit to speak for 
Christians when they are before magistrates. Some 
misused this promise to excuse their saying “Christ 
is accursed” at the demand of their persecutors. 
Paul asserts that a man so speaking is not speaking 
by the Holy Spirit and that no man can say “Jesus 
is Lord” save by the grace of the Spirit. 














































(5) Polemics against heretics. Ignatius used the 
virgin birth against the docetists who denied the 
reality of Christ’s humanity as John had earlier 
insisted that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, 
I John 4:2. I Cor. 8:6 is directed against pagan 
polytheism. I Cor. 15 is against those who deny 
the -resurrection. 












































As to its structure the Apostles Creed is 4 
development of the implication of faith in Jesus 
Christ. The essence of all the confessions is the 
proclamation of Christ. The thought did not move 
from God the Father to Christ, but from Christ to 
the Father and to the Spirit. II Cor. 13:14. The 
threefold formula is the elaboration of the con- 
fession to Christ and baptism in His Name. “The 
point of departure and the center of the Christian 
faith is faith in Christ.” And Christ is not related 
solely to redemption but also and repeatedly to 
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creation. “Because he believes in Christ as Lord, 
therefore the believer in the first century believes 
in God and in the Holy Spirit.” 


When we go into the Christological center of 
the confession to find the center of the center, 
Cullman finds two articles or statements primary: 
Jesus Christ is Lord, and Jesus is the Son of God. 
If one goes further still the message is: Jesus 
Chris’ is Lord reigning now in His victory over the 
angels and principalities and powers. He is Lord 
over the Church, but His Lordship is not limited 
to the Church—He is Lord of all. In His victorious 
reign now at the right hand of the Father is the 
promise of His coming again in glory. 


If one had a suggestion to offer in reference to 
this stimulating and helpful study it would be that 
the Lord Christ is scarcely more primary to the 
primitive documents and testimonies than the 
Christ who suffered and died for our sins. In the 
close of Luke as in I Cor. 15:3 <nd in the sundry 
sermons in Acts the death and the resurrection are 
indissoluably linked. The risen Christ linked them 
forever in the minds of his disciples as he opened 
to them the Old Testament Scriptures, Luke 24: 
26, 46; Acts 2:23-24; 3:13-15; 4:10; I Thess. 4:14; 
I Cor. 15:3; Rom. 4:25; I Peter 1:11. 

—Wm. C. R. 





A Philosophy Of Life According 
To The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. J. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 
University, Miss. 


(This is the third of a series of four installments under this heading.) 


III. Duty: (a) The Moral Law. Questions 39-84. 
All men without exception, regenerate or unre- 
generate, owe a duty to God. This duty which God 
requires of man as a rational being is obedience 
to His will as it is revealed in the moral law. This 
moral law, which antedates the written revelation 
and is known to all men by natural revelation, is 
coveniently summarized in the Ten Commandments. 
It is to that that the Shorter Catechism now 
logically turns. 


God’s right to exact obedience to His law is 
grounded on the three-fold fact that He is God, 
that He is sovereign, that He is the Redeemer. The 
duty which He requires is two fold, to Himself and 
to our fellow men. The first four commandments 
deal with duty to God, the other six with duty to 
man. 

The necessity of religion and its characteristic 
features are set down in the first commandment. 
Atheism in all its varied forms is condemned by 
the acknowledgement of God. On the other hand, 
polytheism is forbidden by the acknowledgement 
of only one true God. Deism and humanism are 
avoided by the insistence upon worship. However, 
according to the second commandment, God is 
pleased only with the worship which He Himself 
has prescribed. He does not, for instance, wish to 
be worshipped according to the dictates of the 
conscience of fallen man, nor with a purely hu- 
man artistic achievement beautiful though it may 
be, nor in any way not appointed in His revelation. 
Zealous for His own worship, the Lord has ade- 
quately decreed for us the direction, limits, and 
major content of the liturgy which is acceptable 
to Him, and requires us to receive, observe, and 
keep it in its Biblical purity and entirety. 


Further, God requires that religion and its 
culmination in worship be a matter not only of 
the lips and external appearance, but also of sin- 
cerity and the inner life. To take God’s name 
m vain is not merely the use of profanity or 
blasphemy, but more profoundly the consistency 
of one’s life with his language. This is perhaps 


the deeper meaning of the third commandment. 
On the other hand, the fourth commandment indi- 
cates that regularity is a necessary obligation of 
true worship. We are not at liberty to worship 
only when we feel like doing so, but at stated 
intervals, week in and week out, whether we are 
in the mood or not. Because we are frail human 
beings, not angels, our Divine religion and wor- 
ship, albeit “in spirit and in truth,” has its 
Divinely ordained material and physical aspect in 
holy times and, by legitimate inference, in holy 
things and holy places. 


The fifth commandment, although belonging 
technically to the second table of the law dealing 
with our duty to our fellows, partakes somewhat 
also of the first table (our duty to God). It has 
to do with respect for authority, whether parental, 
political, ministerial, or other. We are all born 
into a society made up of those who are superior 
to us, those who are our equals, and those who 
are our inferiors. These degrees have reference 
to age, education, economic status, governmental 
position, and so forth. But whatever the reason, 
there are mutual duties owed to all, and God 
requires the proper recognition and performance 
of them. 


Reverence for all life( our own and that of oth- 
ers) is inculeated in the sixth commandment. All 
legitimate efforts to preserve life are required 
of us and destruction of life or even anything 
that tends in that direction is strictly forbidden. 
Greek paganism, the exaggerated admiration for 
the human body during the Renaissance, the mod- 
ern cult of physical education—none of these 
teaches a greater respect for this earthen vessel 
than does the Word of God. The seventh com- 
mandment reinforces this idea by carrying it a 
step further. In it Almighty God once for all 
gives human personality its highest honor. Under 
no circumstances is human personality (our own 
or that of others) to be misused or abused in any 
manner by thought, word, or deed. It is to be 
cultivated, not violated, 
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But man does not exist in a vacuum. He lives 
in a physical environment with which there is a 
mutual interaction. He impresses his personality 
in some manner upon it and in its turn it im- 
presses itself upon his personality. This is a 
necessity inherent in the law of God, according 
to the eighth commandment, and is to be nur- 
tured and increased. Whatever unjustly hinders 
this falls under God’s disvleasure. I hesitate to 
use the word “property” here, but it seems in- 
evitable. However, it is not necessarily to be 
identified with land or money, but with anything 
that is clearly a man’s “own,” or as the Cate- 
chism so neatly calls it, one’s “outward estate.” 


Truthfulness, the very foundation of all the 
other virtues, is the law of the ninth command- 
ment. Truth is a Divine attribute, the devil is 
“the father of lies.” In this commandment the 
specific reference is to the necessity of truth 
in the place where it is most important, namely, 
in a law court. Without truth there, it becomes 
impossible to deal justly with murder, theft, rape. 
Hence, in a manner of speaking, perjury is a far 
more serious evil than those heinous crimes. 
Truthfulness, however, must be scrupulously pro- 
moted in reference to the maintenance of any 
solemn covenant, such as the filing of an income 
tax return, in adherence to treaties, or the preser- 
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vation «' the marriage vows. 


Contentment with one’s lot in life is the duty 
laid upon mankind in the tenth commandment, 
Discontent is erroneously called Divine. On the 
contrary, it is an instrument of Satan, leading 
toward the capital sins of vainglory, envy, greed, 
and anger. The New Testament even identifies 
it (in the form of covetousness) with idolatry 
(Col. 3:5). And rightly so, for the obsession with 
acquisition, always desiring what one does not 
have, does make the object of desire into a false 
god. 


This, in brief, is the moral law. And by this 
law man stands guilty  %.fore the Law-giver, as 
one who, however mucn he may have tried to 
keep it, has in some respect fallen short. He may 
have kept all but one, but that one violation 
breaks the whole law. He may have committed 
no overt act, but in thought or word, by omission 
or commission, he stands « ndemned. It is true 
that some sins are either in themselves, or by 
reason of certain circumstances, worse than oth- 
ers, but every sin, without exception, is nonethe 
less sin and against God, and therefore deserves 
the penalty of God’s wrath and curse both here 
and hereafter. The natural man has been derelict 
in duty, “tried in the balances and found want 
ing.” The only way of escape is in Jesus Christ. 





The Book Of Job 


By Rev. E. J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-eighth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The third of the poetical books of the Old 
Testament (i.e., according to one way of reckon- 
ing), is the book of Job. This book is for the 
most part an epic poem, which revolves about the 
sufferings of Job, its principal character. That 
Job was indeed an historical person seems to be 
evident. Not only does the book itself speak of 
him as a real, historical person, but the fact that 
it uses no symbolical names seems also to support 
this view. Again, in Ezekiel 14:14, we read,” 
Though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, 
were in it, they would deliver but their own souls 
by their righteousness, saith the Lord God.” Again 
in James 5:11, “Ye have heard of the patience of 
Job.” In the light of these Scripture references, it 
seems evident that Job was an historical person. 


The book begins in prose, as it narrates the pre- 
liminary events, preparatory to the discussion of 
Job’s sufferings and the reason for them. After 
this discussion is completed, the book returns to a 
prose epilogue. 


Analysis Of The Book Of Job 


Since the book is so long, the reader may derive 
some help in his understanding by means of the 
following analysis. 


Introduction: 1:1-5. These introductory verses 
describe Job’s truly pious character and his happy 
estate. 

The Temptation 
(a) 1:6-22. Through the instrumentality of 


Satan, Job loses his property and children. Yet he 
himself remains victorious. 


(b) 2:1-10. Job’s person is afflicted, yet he still 
remains victorious. 


(c) 2:11-13. The continuation of the suffering. 
Job’s three friends arrive. 


The Struggle: Chapters 3-31. 
(a) Job’s complaint, Chapter III. 


1. 3:1-10. Job begins to speak, and complains 
of three things: First, he complains that he has 
been born. He wishes that the very day and night 
of his birth might be blotted out. He personifies 
this day, and wishes upon it everything dire and 
dreadful. “Let the stars of the twilight thereof be 
dark; let it look for light, but have none; neither 
let it see the dawning of the day; because it shut 
not up the doors of my mother’s womb, nor hid 
sorrow from mine eyes” (Job 3:9, 10). 


2. 3:11-19. Job complains in the second place 
that he was not permitted to die as soon as he 
— born. He speaks as though he had just been 

orn. 


8. 3:20-26. Thirdly Job complains that he must 
live in unbearable anguish. “Why is light given to 
a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath 
hedged in?” (Job 3:23). 


b. The first series of discourses. Chapters 4-14. 
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During this entire period Job appears to be in un- 
relieved despair. 


Eliphaz, Chapters 4-5. Eliphaz lays stress upon 
religion. He has himself had experience, a spirit 
has passed before his face, and he speaks out of 
deep conviction. His words, however, do not touch 
the root of the problem. Job’s reply, chapters 6 
and 7. 


Bildad, Chapter 8. A general defense of God’s 
justice. Job’s reply, Chapters 9 and 10. 


Zophar, Chapter 11. A discussion of wisdom. 
Job answers in Chapters 12-13-14. 


(c) The second series of discourses. In this 
section we see that Job rises from despair to hope 
(Chapter 19). 


Eliphaz, Chapter 15. A discussion of the wicked 
man. Job answers in Chapters 16 and 17. 


Bildad, Chapter 18. A reproof of Job. The 
reply, Chapter 19. 


Zophar, Chapter 20. A further discussion of the 
wicked man. Job’s reply, Chapter 21. 


(d) The third series of discourses. Chapters 22- 
31. Job succeeds in silencing his friends, but the 
difficulty remains. 


Eliphaz, Chapter 22. An exhortation to repent- 
ance. Job’s reply, Chapters 23, 24. 


Bildad, Chapter 25. How can a man be justified 
with God? Job speaks in Chapters 26, 27, 28, 29, 
80 and 31. The third speech of Zophar is not 
given. 

The Deliverance, Chapters 32-42. 


(a) Elihu’s theoretical solution, Chapters 32-37. 
These words constitute a vindication of God’s ways, 
and serve as a preparation for: 


(b) The Lord’s practical solution or intervention 
in behalf of Job, Chapters 38-42. 


1. Chapters 38:1-42:6. The Lord manifests Him- 
self to Job, and thus brings him to humility and 
repentance, by revealing to Job that he is to sub- 
mit not to fate, but to the infinitely perfect God, 
* _—— to advance the holiness and welfare 
of Job. 


2. Chapter 42:7-17. Job is righted before his 
friends and his former prosperity is doubled. 


When was the book of Job written? Various 
answers to this question have been given, and it is 
not our purpose now to discuss all of these. The 
view which seems most satisfactory is that the 
work was written down during the age of Solomon. 
All in all, this seems to have been the time most 
suited for the composition of such a work. We 
may note the words of Delitzsch on this subject, 
“It bears throughout the stamp of that creative, 
beginning period of the Chokma (i.e., wisdom), of 
that Solomonic age of knowledge and art, of deeper 
thought respecting revealed religion, and of in- 
telligent progressive culture of the traditional 
forms of art, — that unprecedented age, in which 
the literature corresponds to the summit of glorious 
magnificence to which the kingdom of the promise 
had then attained.” 


But if the book was written down during the 
age of Solomon, the events described in the book 
occurred much earlier. In other words, Job lived 
long before the time of Solomon. It is obvious that 
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the homeland of Job was not Palestine, but the 
Arabian desert. Futhermore, as we read the book, 
we note that there is no mention in it of any of 
the distinctively Israelitish institutions. In all 
probability, Job lived even before Moses. He may 
have been a contemporary of the patriarchs; a 
— in the true God, such as was also Melchi- 
zedek. 


The Purpose Of The 
Book of Job 


The book of Job serves the purpose of showing 
that true religion and piety are disinterested, and 
it also serves to vindicate the righteous character 
of Job. However, there is a far deeper purpose 
than that. The poem deals with the great problem 
of human suffering, and particularly with the 
question, If God is a good God, why must the 
righteous suffer in this life? 


In seeking to answer this question, the three 
friends proceed upon the assumption that suffering 
comes because of sin. If, in other words, Job is 
suffering, it must be because he has committed 
some great sin. Since the three friends argue in 
this respect, it is obvious that they can be of no 
great help to Job. Their words are true and 
beautiful, when taken in themselves, but they add 
up to the wrong thing, for the reason that the 
friends misunderstood the situation and also were 
in basic error as to the reason for Job’s suffering. 


It should be stressed, however, that what the 
friends say, is, in itself, when divorced from Job’s 
situation, true and helpful. For example, we find 
in the words of these friends some of the most pro- 
found statements in the Bible concerning the fact 
of God’s incomprehensibility. Thus, in Zophar’s 
words, “Canst thou by searching find out God? 
canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?” 
(Job 11:7), we have a true statement concerning 
the mysterious nature of God. We of today, there- 
fore, should read with great care the words of 
these three friends. 


Let it be noted that in reply to the three friends 
Job is not successful. For a time he sits in gloom 
that finds no relief. The reason for this, I believe, 
is that Job himself has not yet come to see the 
truth of the situation. Perhaps Job himself has 
not yet come to-realize the greatness of the one 
true God. This gloom is relieved only in chapter 
nineteen, and it is relieved, I believe, because God 
has given to Job a special revelation. 


The relief appears in the beautiful words: “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth.” In these words 
Job utters the profound truth that he knows that 
God will vindicate him as the last One. He 
acknowledges the sovereignty of God as before he 
had not really done. God will vindicate him, 
asserts Job, and He will stand upon the earth. 
Not only will God stand upon the earth, but Job, 
after his death, will again see Him from the body, 
with the very eyes of flesh. In fact, Job gives 
expression to a belief in the bodily resurrection. 
It is true that some have denied a reference to the 
bodily resurrection in this verse (i.e., Job 19:26), 
but more and more, it is coming to be recognized 
that Job is uttering the belief that he will see 
— from the standpoint of one who is in the 

esh. 


What causes Job thus to rise from despair to 
hope? The answer, I believe, is that God has 
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intervened and spoken to Job. Job, in his own 
wisdom and in his own strength is at a loss to 
answer his three friends. He protests his innocence, 
but that is about all that he can do. In his moment 
of deep gloom, therefore, the Lord comes to him 
and reveals to him the future hope. From this 
time on, Job is more Victorious. 


The speech of Elihu approaches the matter from 
an entirely different angle; nevertheless, it also 
does not completely solve the matter. Elihu thinks 
that suffering may come upon those whom God 
loves in order to chasten them. In so speaking, 
Elihu says much that is great and good about God, 
and so prepares the way for the Lord Himself 
to speak. In the words of the Lord we learn that 
God alone is sovereign, and that Job is to bow to 
His will. Job is to bow, not to an inscrutable fate 
but to God. Job must acknowledge that God is 
sovereign over all. 


There is no equal with God. He is above all. 
No phase of life must be interpreted apart from 
Him. In His hand is the sovereign disposition of 
all things, a solution which was hinted at even in 
the heavenly scene of the Prologue. Job then 
acknowledges this fact that God is sovereign and 
confesses his sin, repenting in dust and ashes. 
Then Job’s prosperity is renewed. 


Job is, therefore, a righteous sufferer, and as 
such he foreshadows the righteous Sufferer, Jesus 
Christ upon the Cross. And, as from the suffering 
of Job came prosperity, so from the righteous 
suffering of Jesus Christ comes blessing untold. 
And God, Who has given His only begotten Son 18 
on high, supreme in majesty and honor and power 
and glory. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For April 18: The Return 
From Exile 


Scripture: Ezra 1-6; Haggai. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 126. 


“A dream’— “laughter”— “singing”: this ex- 
perionce overwhelmed the returning exiles; it was 
“too good to be true”; the Lord had indeed done 
great things for them. “Turn again our captivity, 
0 Lord, as the streams in the south.” 


This deliverance of the Jews is typical of the 
deliverance of God’s people from the captivity of 
sin and Satan. “If the Son shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed”. Is it any wonder that there 
are so many hymn books and so much singing 
among Christians? When a poor lost sinner, held 
captive by the devil and his sins, is set free, he is 
bound to sing, shout, and tell others what great 
things the Lord has done for him. Saved people 
are singing people. 


There is a very close connection between tears 
and joy; sometimes the one is a necessary fore- 
runner of the other. Tears of repentance; seed 
sown and watered by our tears will result in the 
joy of a great harvest. “He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, (seed for sowing), 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his sheaves with him”. Do we mingle our tears 
with our pastoral work, and our preaching — in 
our hearts, if not in our eyes? “Day and night, 
with tears”, said Paul; “give me back my tears’, 
said one of the great workers among the “down 
and out,” as he realized that souls were not being 
saved as was formerly true, when he could not 
preach without crying. Robert McCheyne, the great 
Scotch preacher, was not ashamed of his tears as 
he pleaded with his people. Is it any wonder that 
he moved that land as few others have moved it? 


The bitter experience of the Jews in Babylon 
bore fruit. In our six chapters from Ezra we have 
this return from exile described for us. 


Chapter I: “The Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus”. God moves in a mysterious way His 
wonders to perform, and it is easy for Him to 
touch the mind and heart of a king. Cyrus was 
“God’s servant; and seems a better man than most 
of these world-conquerors. 


Back of all History is God. The undevout student 
of history is as mad as the undevout student of 
Nature. All Nature is subject to the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe; and all History likewise. 
rd hom grace of God, men are kings, princes, presi- 
ents. 


Cyrus acknowledges God as the Giver of king- 
doms. This is more than some so-called Christian 
rulers do. “He hath charged me to build Him a 
Ouse at Jerusalem.” Here is a direct fulfillment 
of the promise of God in Isaiah 44:28. 


So the emperor issues a decree and many of the 
Captives respond to his permission and invitation 
to return. He also. brought forth the vessels of the 
house of the Lord and restored them to the Jews. 


Chapter II: “These are the children of the 
Province that went up out of the captivity”. We 


wonder sometimes at these lists of names, but this 
is a sort of “honor-roll”. Not all returned. Some 
were content to remain in the land of captivity. 
Many of these, however, helped with gifts, but 
for various reasons preferred to stay where they 
were. Those who returned gave liberally of what 
they had for the service of the Lord, and for the 
building of the temple. 


Chapter III: Some First Things. “Then stood up 
Joshua—and builded the altar of God”. Here was 
the first thing of supreme importance. Idolatry 
had been the chief sin which had sent them into 
captivity. There must be no more of this parti- 
cular sin. 


“They kept also the feast of Tabernacles’. This 
was another essential part of their religious life. 


“They gave money unto the masons”; the work 
of rebuilding the temple is begun. With what a 
mixture of feelings this work is started! They 
sang together—shouted with a great shout—many 
wept. It was a time of mingled joy and sorrow; 
joy, that they were back; sorrow for the glory 
that had been theirs in former days. Is not this 
typical of many of our experiences? Who of us 
have not had such mingled emotions? We receive 
wonderful blessings from God, enjoy a period of 
great prosperity, then we lose it all by our way- 
wardness; God, in His mercy restores some of His 
former favors, and while we rejoice, we cannot 
help but remember what we lost through our own 
sin and neglect. It is this way with our health, 
oftentimes; we never appreciate it until we lose 
it. Many a man, too, who has been saved after a 
wasted youth and young manhood, knows some- 
thing of the same sad experience. 


Chapter IV: “Now — the Adversaries’’. There 
are always “the adversaries’: Satan, our great 
adversary, and the many evil men who delight to 
follow him. To hinder the work of God is their 
purpose. Notice their tactics: 


1. “Let us build with you”. The world is always 
ready to assist the church if the church will lower 
its standards and compromise with the world, ceas- 
ing to witness against sin, and adopting the plans 
of men for the salvation of the world. The church 
is often beguiled by these shrewd, and seemingly 
inoffensive words. 


2. Weakened their hands and troubled them: 
did all they could to discourage the project. 


8. Hired counsellors against them: they got the 
wisest men they could find, and there is a great 
deal of devilish wisdom abroad in the world. 


4. They wrote to Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes. 
The copy of the letter is given. It is well calculated 
to put a stop to the work, and we are not surprised 
at the result, for there is enough truth in it to 
alarm the kings. The record of Jerusalem was a 
stormy one. So the command was given for the 
work to cease, which it did until the second year 
of the reign of Darius. 


Chapter V: A Letter to Darius. Encouraged by 
Zechariah and Haggai, the Jews begin again. 
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Tatnai the governor enquires of them; “Who hath 
commanded you to build the hovee and to make 
up this wall’? But this time the eye of their God 
was upon the elders of the jews so that they 
could not cause them to cease—till the matter 
came to Darius. 


The copy of the letter of Tatnai is given (6-17). 
It is a much fairer presentation of the case than 
the former letter, and asks the king to search for 
the decree of Cyrus permitting the building of the 
house. 


Chapter VI: The Decree of Darius. Darius made 
search and found the old order of Cyrus, and im- 
mediately sends word to Tatnai and the others 
to let the work alone. He also commanded them 
to help in every possible way. So the elders of the 
Jews builded and prospered through the proph- 
esying of Haggai and Zechariah. 


The house was finished in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius, and was dedicated with joy, and 
all who had separated themselves from the filth- 
iness of the heathen kept the feast of unleavened 
bread with joy. 


The prophets were the natural ones to encourage 
the Jews in their work. We will consider one of 
these men; Haggai. 


Haggai, the Prophet. After the first enthusiasm 
had abated, and the assaults of the adversaries, 
there was a stopping of work. The people let the 
house lie waste while they made themselves com- 
fortable in their “ceiled houses”. In this critical 
time Haggai called them back to their task. He 
reproved them for their lethargy, urging them to 
“Consider your ways”. He also told them that 
the Lord was with them, and that the glory of 
this house would exceed the glory of the former. 





Lesson For April 25: Zechariah 
Pleads For Righteousness 


Scripture: Zechariah 1:1-6; 4; 7-8. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 24:1-6. 


“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or 
who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart’’. 


The returned Jews were busy rebuilding the 
temple, and the prophets Haggai and Zechariah 
encouraged them in this. But there was something 
even more important; they had to prepare hearts 
and lives so that they could worship acceptably 
in the temple they were building. It was as true 
then as in Jesus’ day that “God is a Spirit, and 
they that worship Him must worship in spirit and 
in truth. A beautiful place to worship is useless 
unless we have beautiful people who can worship 
in the place. Isaiah severely rebuked and con- 
demned his generation for trying to worship when 
their lives were unclean: “Wash you, make you 
clean,” was his stern command. 


We are studying the message of Zechariah in 
which he pleads for righteousness. 


Much of this prophecy is taken up with visions: 
the vision of the horses; of the four horns; the four 
carpenters; the man with the measuring line; the 
golden candlestick and the two olive trees; of the 
flying roll; a woman sitting in the midst of the 
ephah; of the four chariots. By these visions God 
would comfort, encourage, and teach his people. 
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These prophecies, too, many of them, look forward 
to the coming Messiah. Zechariah has more Mes. 
sianic predictions than any other prophet except 
Isaiah. Let us notice a few of these: His deity jg 
specifically predicted, 12:8; His atonement for 
sin, 3:9; 5:5-11; 13:1; incidents in His life like 
His riding into Jerusalem on a colt, 9:9-10. His 
hands pierced, 12:10; His being sold for thirty 
pieces of silver, and it being given to the potter, 
11:12-13; and the coronation of the Coming King, 
14. 


But we are chiefly concerned at this time, with 
his pleas for righteousness. 


I. Learning From Their Fathers: 1:1-6. Why is 
it so hard for one generation to learn from an- 
other? 


“The Lord hath been sore displeased with your 
fathers’. The terrible seventy years of captivity 
was ample evidence of this. Their national dis- 
aster was caused by sin, and so plainly bespoke 
the wrath of God that no one in their senses could 
dispute it. 


“Turn ye unto me - - - - I will turn unto you”. 
These words have a familiar sound; they were 
reiterated by all the prophets. Their fathers, how- 
ever, had not turned; they had gone on down to 
ruin. 


“They did not hear, nor hearken’’—hear in the 
sense of heeding the warning. How important to 
hear! listen, and you shall live; but so few are 
willing to listen. “O earth, earth, earth, hear tlie 
word of the Lord’; “hear, O heavens, and give ear, 
O earth, for the Lord hath spoken; “he that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear”, said the Greatest 
Teacher of all. Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God, and so does repentance. 


“Your fathers, where are they’? Look what sin 
did for them; it will do the same for you. 


This lesson is as fresh and applicable to our 
modern times, as it was for the Jews of Zechariah’s 
time. Look what sin has done for us as individ- 
uals, as a nation, for the whole world. Look 
at ruined lives, broken homes, devastated cities 
and countries; look at a suffering world, soaked 
in blood, sweat, and tears, and hear the message 
of the Bible: “Iniquity has been your ruin”. Will 
we never learn the lesson which is so plain? What 
are we doing? Instead of turning to God in gen- 
uine repentance, we are going our way into deeper 
and deeper sins; instead of asking help of Him, 
we are relying upon the wisdom of men. America, 
today, as well as the rest of the world, needs to 
learn from their fathers, before it is forever too 
late. 


Il. The Source of Righteousnness: 4. This 
chapter contains the vision of the candlestick and 
the two olive trees. Bunyan, in the House of the 
Interpreter, has a striking presentation of this 
vision. In verse six we have the central thought 
of the chapter: “Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts’. 


Where can guilty, fallen, man find righteous 
ness? How can he have clean hands and a pure 
heart? What is the source of our life, our light? 
In this vision, and especially in these so familiar 
words, we have the answer. But have we really 
caught the significance of the vision and words? 
Like Israel, being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish our own righteous 
ness, we have not submitted ourselves unto the 
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righteousness of God. Why not, like the candle- 
stick, open our hearts and lives to the life-giving 
flow of oil from ‘::e olive trees: to the influence 
and power of the Spirit of God? 


Who hath despised the day of small things? 
It seemed a small thing, this rebuilding of the 
temple, but some day there was to be a great out- 
pouring of God’s Spirit, as we see on the Day of 
Pentecost. 


Do we not need to learn this simple, funda- 
mental lesson today? Is not the church tempted to 
trust in its might and power—its money, numbers, 
organization, machinery—rather than in the life- 
giving power of the Spirit. If the light of the 
church is to shine, then the candlestick must be 
fed continually from the olive trees. 


If the world-wide revival comes, it will come, 
not through the might and power of the church, 
but through the Spirit of God. 


III. Proofs and Results of Righteousness: 7-8. 
So much fasting and feasting is “put on”; it is 
to ourselves, not to God; it is external, not from 
the heart. Jesus warned against this kind of fast- 
ing in the Sermon on the Mount. (Matthew 6:16- 
18). God wants inward righteousness, not external 
ceremonies. 


What sort does God require? He tells the people 
to “execute true judgment and show mercy and 
compassion every man to his brother,” (7:9), 
“speak every man truth to his neighbor” (8:16) 
This is the positive side of righteousness as re- 
lated to our fellow-men. Justice coupled with 
compassion, truth with peace, is a splendid ex- 
pression of righteousness. 


Is not this exactly our need today as we look 
out upon our world of 1948? 


Then we come to the negative side. “Oppress 
not the widow, nor the fatherless, the strangers 
nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil 
against his brother in your heart’, (7:10). “Love 
no false oaths.” (8:17). 


God’s law is both positive and negative: “Thou 
shalt”, and “thou shalt not”. We are not merely 
to work no ill to our neighbor, but we are to seek 
his good, loving him as we love ourselves. 


Just as punishment had come because of their 
unrighteousness—their sin—so blessed results will 
come, if they now pursue the course laid down by 
the prophet. Jerusalem -will yet be a prosperous 
city; He will save His people;” so will I save you, 
and ye shall be a blessing.” 


Not only does righteousness exalt and bless a 
land, but it makes that land a blessing to other 
nations. Our nation will be a blessing to our 
world only insofar as it is a righteous nation. All 
the money, provisions and food which we send will 
not prove a real blessing unless our nation does 
this from the right motives, and backs up our gifts 
by a righteous life, and attitude toward the starv- 
ing, suffering people of Europe. Sometimes gifts 
make enemies, instead of friends, unless given in 
the right spirit, and permeated with love. 


_There is tremendous need for the preaching of 
righteousness today. Let us be sure that we know 
what righteousness is, where it comes from, and 
how we can obtain it. Let it not be the self- 
righteousness of the cold, unbelieving Pharisee, 
but the “imputed” and “imparted” righteousness 
of Christ. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


° 4. Courage in the Name of God. Verse 6. Th 

Vesper Topics world is interested in getting all that it can by any 

For April means that it can. There is no place for a Chris. 

tian who does not have the courage to stand alone 

April 18: After Graduation - What? for what he knows is right. I am thinking of a man 
right now who is rearing his family on a very much 

— ow von reduced income because he resigned from a good 


job rather than do that which was dishonest and 
One day when I was in college one of my class displeasing to His God. 


mates went to the Physics professor and asked, ‘ 
“Doctor, can you recommend any good reading for 5. Consecration to the Work of God. Verse 1. 
me after I leave college?” The professor replied We are not here to pick daisies and do all the 
quickly, “Yes, the help wanted ads.” things that can be done in our interesting world. 
We are here to get the job done that God has given 
All through our school days we are conscious us to do. Success belonges to the man who can do 
that the day is soon coming when school days will the job with all that he is and has, without turning 
be over and we will have to go to work for life. to the right hand or to the left. 
For many there is nothing more than following the 
advice of the professor, reading the want ads to 6. Obedience to the Word of God. Verse 8. The 
find some job that will pay enough to provide the Word of God brings life, light and power for any 
necessities of life. But it should not be that way, and every decision and duty of life. If we neglect 


and it need not be that way if we plan wisely for that Word we are bound to miss the mark and fail. 
the future, and take God into our plans. 


7. Assurance of the Presence of God. Verse 9, 
As we go through our school days we can know No man who is a Christian should go for a day 
assuredly that our lives are going to be successful without being assured in his own heart of the 
in whatever line of work we may choose if we learn presence of God. An assurance of the presence 
during those days to walk with God and follow of God gives us the incentive to do what we ought 
His formula for success. The word “success’ is to do, keeps us from doing the things that are 
used only one time in the Bible, and in that passage wrong, comforts us when we are discouraged, and 
we have God’s formula for success in any vocation. keeps us ever placing first things first. 
But if we are going to follow that formula when 


we graduate we must learn it in experience now. Suggestions 
Let’s study it. 


This program should be opened with call to wor- 
_~ — and yoy that —— = ag 

od’s leading an r responsibili j 

When Moses died God called upon Joshua, one Him. Such | Bm pooch c nome pd % Would Be 
of the two spies who had brought in a minority re- Like Jesus,” “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of 
port calling for faith and courage in that day when Life,” and “O Master Let Me Walk with Thee.” 
Israel had spied out the Promised Land, to lead the é 


children of Israel into the land. God Himself gave The leader’s introduction should use the idea of 
Joshua the charge and in that commission we have the introduction above, and then emphasize the fact 
the formula for Josuha’s success and ours. Note the that it is too late to know God’s way at the time we 
necessary parts of that formula. must choose a vocation and go to work. Even as 


we must make practical preparation for a vocation 
Joshua 1:1-9 — so we must make spiritual preparation now 
1. Conscious of the Call of God. Verse 2. God eS ee eae ee een 

has a general will for all of us that we be righteous Let different ones present briefly the Scripture 
and not evil, that we love and not hate, and so on. verses of the lesson and ideas involved. It would 
But God also has a particular will for every one be a good idea for an older person to make a talk 
of us and our lives will never be successful nor illustrating how one or more of these principles 
happy until we find that specific will of God for us. have worked out in the life of some professional 
Joshua knew that God had called him to a special person. 
job, and we too must be conscious of the call of 
God to our work, no matter what it may be. 


Scripture Lesson 


April 25: Watch For Me? 
2. Knowledge of the purposes of God. Verses 


3-4. Sod outlined exactly to Joshua what He Introduction 
wanted done, and Joshua knew that as long as he As you face the question of what job you shall 
did just that he could count on God’s backing. God Pt for a life fe ~ you need to aaedlg- mind 
has a definite purpose in the world and a defnite two truths: On the one hand, it is through your 
purpose for each of us. We must know that job that you will do your part to make the world 
purpose. what it is; but on the other hand it is just as true, 
, > *. 
a a a a | the job you choose will make you what you becom 


Apart from God we can do nothing, if God be for In view of this fact this program should pro- 
us what care we who be against us. We must be gressively move from a consideration of the way 1 
able to tackle our work, whatever it is, in the which we can take God into our choice, the basic 
strength of the Lord. attitudes we should have toward vocations, the 





ne ee ee 


Apr. 1, 1948 


steps to take in preparing for the choice, and the 
questions to ask about any vocation that we may 


consider. 
Taking God Into Our Plans 


If we are going to take God into our plans there 
are at least four things that we must do now, and 
keep on doing. We see them in Proverbs 3:5-10: 


1. Trust God with all thy heart. Verse 5. 

9, Acknowledge God in all thy ways. Verse 6. 
3. Reverence God in all thy life. Verse 8. 

4. Honor God with all thy possessions. Verse 9. 


Present these points with talks on how we may 
do this. 


Steps In Choosing A Vocation 


1. Find what your skills and capacities are. 

9. Find what your likes and dislikes are. 

3. Study the market to find outlets for your skiils. 

4. Look to the future and lead the way in un- 
crowded fields. 

5. Seek advice from leader in field and read all you 
can about it. 

6. Do faithfully every task no matter how small. 

7. Keep your eye and heart open to leading of God. 


Questions To Ask 


After these steps have been taken and you feel 
definitely led to a certain vocation ask yourself 
these questions about the vocation: 

1. What importance to society has this vocation? 
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. Has it a growing or a lessening demand? 

. What advantage does it offer to me and my 
family? 

. What are its disadvantages and problems? 

. Is there an opportunity for personal growth? 

- Do I have the qualifications it requires? 

. What educational preparation is needed? 

. What income may be expected at first? Later? 

. What is the best way to enter it? 

0. Can I carry out a Christian life purpose in it? 


Some Don'ts 


1. Don’t be vamped to some profession by older 
members. 

2. Don’t let parents or friends make your decision 
for you. 

3.. Don’t feel that God regards some professions as 
being of higher value than others. 

4. Don’t think of your talents in any profession 
simply as being good money makers. 


Suggestions 


Use some hymns such as “He Leadeth Me,” “I'll 
Go Where You Want Me to:Go,” “So Let Our 
Lips And Lives Profess.” Begin with a study of the 
Scripture lesson. Have some one lead the group 
in taking some aptitude tests and interest finders. 
Let some one else present a. talk on the many new 
fields of work that modern discoveries have opened 
up. Then use as much of the above questions for 
talks or discussion as you can. 





Official Pronouncements Of The 


By L. E. Faulkner 


Federal Council Of Churches 


Hattiesburg . Mississippi 


February 27, 1948. 


“247. Voted: That the Federal Council of 
Churches, a Founder Member of Church World 
Service, hereby appoints Mr. Harper Sibley its 
attorney and proxy, with full power of substi- 
tution and revocation for and in the name, 
place and. stead of the Federal Council of 
Churches and with full discretionary authority 
to attend at all meetings of the members of 
Church World Service, and to vote thereat on 
behalf of the Federal Council of Churches.” 
(Minutes of the Executive Committee, Page 
216, Biennial Report of 1946.) 


The above quoted paragraph should remove from 
anyone’s mind the question as to whether or not 
the Federal Council of Churches, through its Exe- 
ecutive Committee, speaks for the Churches of 
those denominations that are affiliated with the 
Council. Here is documental proof of the fact that 
the Executive Committee of the Council gave the 
Council’s power of attorney to one man, Mr. Har- 
per Sibley, Treasurer of the Federal Council. Mr. 
ibley received the power of attorney to speak for 
28,000,000 church members, most of whom are 
Protestants, “ ... at all meetings of the members 
of Church World Service, and to vote thereat on 
behalf of the Federal Council of Churches.” 


: “Dr. Will. W. Alexander Ba omy a report on 
The Church And Race lations,’ which was 


adopted.” (See Page 119.) 


Special emphasis was laid on the followin 
clause of the report: 


‘The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America hereby renounces the pat- 
tern of segregation in race. relations as un- 
necessary and undesirable and a violation of 
the Gospel of love and human brotherhood. 
Having taken this action, the Federal Council 
requests its constituent communions to do like- 
wise. As proof of their sincerity in this re- 
nunciation they will work for a non-segregated 
Church and a non-segregated society.’” (Min- 
utes of special meeting, Executive Committee, 
Page 111, Report of 1946.) 


“Segregation increases and accentuates racial ten 
sions. It is worth noting that race riots in this 
country have seldom occurred in_ neighborhoods 
with a racially mixed population. Our worst riots 
have broken out along the borders of tightly seg- 
regated areas.” (Page 121, 1946 Report.) 


“There still are millions of workers to whom 
the benefits of trade unionism have never been ex- 
tended. It is desirable that workers in some occu- 
pations, such as workers in agriculture, mostly un- 
touched by the unions hitherto, should be given 
the advantages and protection of organized labor.” 
(Minutes of the Executive Committee, Page 218, 
1946 Report.) 
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“962. At the afternoon session of the Committee 
Dr. J. McDowell Richards called attention to a res- 
olution on lynching adopted unanimously by the 
Presbyterian Synod of Georgia, meeting at Albany, 
Ga., September 25, 1946, and the resolution was 
referred to the committee working on redrafting 
the proposed resolution on mob violence.” (Min- 
utes, Executive Committee, Page 228, 1946 Re- 
port.) 


The above statement was made by Dr. Richards 
at the September 26, 1946, meeting of the Exec- 
utive Committee of the Council. This was the only 
meeting of the Executive Committee that our rep- 
resentative, Dr. Richards, attended during the year 
1946. He attended only two meetings of the Exec- 
utive Committee in 1945. Over a period of more 
than two years it is the only instance where Dr. 
Richards’ name is mentioned in the Minutes of the 
Executive Committee of the Federal Council. In a 
period of two years there were six different times 
when our Church was not represented by anyone 
at the meetings of the Executive Committee. 


“The President and the General Secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches appeared before 
House and Senate Committees to give the endorse- 
ment of the Churches to fair employment practice 
legislation as a national moral necessity. Their 
statements received wide publicity in religious and 
secular press. The action of the Federal Council 
through its Department of Race Relations has been 
one of the major influences in work to preserve the 
existing FEPC under executive order, and for legis- 
lation to make it a permanent policy of the Na- 
tional Government. Similar action was taken in 
the successful efforts that secured state laws in 
New York and New Jersey, and in unsuccessful 
gy in five other States.” (Page 44, 1945 Re- 
port. 


The following is quoted from the official records 
made by the United States Government pertaining 
to hearings before a Subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare, United States 
a on Senate Bill No. 984 (a specific FEPC 

ill) : 


“Dr. Boyd. I was born in Roanoke, Va., and 
am a southerner by birth. I went to Washing- 
ton & Lee University, Lexington, Va., and the 
University of Virginia, and the Virginia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Alexandria, Va. 


“T appear here to express the views of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America as stated in official action by its Ex- 
ecutive Committee and at its biennial meet- 
ings. 


“Senator Donnell. Has this Executive Com- 
mittee, to which you. refer, or the Federal 
Council itself at a biennial meeting passed 
specifically on this bill? 


“Dr. Boyd. It has, sir; and that is incor- 
porated in the report.” 


In Dr. Boyd’s written statement filed with the Sub- 
committee he stated: 


“In 1944 Dr. Samuel M. Cavert, General 
Secretary of the Federal Council, appeared 
before the House of Representatives Com- 
mittee on Labor of the Seventy-eighth Con- 
gress to testify in behalf of a bill to prohibit 
discrimination in employment.” 


On Page 75 of the government report of the Hear- 
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ings on Senate Bill No. 984, the following state 
ment made by Dr. Boyd is recorded: 


“I do not wish to increase, as you know, 
the antagonisms, but my personal feeling is 
that maybe the time has come when to gain 
our goal we may have to increase those an- 
tagonisms, and maybe this is the practical 
step.” 


Further on in his testimony, Page 75, Dr. Boyd 
stated: 


“Dr. Boyd. Speaking for the Federal Coun- 
cil, it is definitely on record by its action at a 
special meeting, not merely the Executive 
Committee, but a meeting of the Council as a 
whole, in this statement that we are against 
segregation within the Church and exhorting 
the members who compose the Federal Council 
to work harder than they ever have to abolish 
segregation.” 


In the Federal Council’s “Interracial News Service” 
of November, 1947, under the heading, “The Fed- 
eral Council Of Churches In Step,” it is stated: 


““In several respects the report of the 
President’s Committee on Civil Rights lifts 
into prominence certain positions taken by the 
Federal Council of Churches in Columbus, 
Ohio, in March, 1946,’ says a resolution from 
the Council’s Executive Committee Meeting on 
November 18.” 


Continuing, the Council states: 


“*We earnestly hope that the membership 
of our Churches will take seriously the chal- 
lenge issued by the President’s Committee on 
Civil Rights.’ ”’ 


y Here are the two most fundamental recommenda- 


tions which appear in the recent report of the 
President’s Committee on Civil Rights, which re- 
port has been endorsed by the Federal Council: 


“The elimination of segregation, based on 
race, color, creed, or national origin, from 
American life.” 


“The enactment of a Federal Fair Employ- 
ment Practice Act, prohibiting all forms of 
discrimination in private employment, based 

/ on race, color, creed, or national origin.” 


| 
The Hon. Fielding L. Wright, Governor of the 


State of Mississippi, also testified before the Sub- 
committee and gave his reasons why the Senate 
Bill No. 984 should not be made a law. Here is one 
paragraph of Governor Wright’s statement: 


“Senate Bill 984 proposes to the Congress a 
dangerous piece of legislation. It proposes to 
embark this Nation on a course which can only 
lead to regimentation and to decay. It will be 
but the first step in a long series of similar 
measures which will eventually sweep away all 
barriers and lead ultimately to the: destruction 
of all races in this country and to the mon- 
grelization of our people. Recorded history has 
proved over and over again that mongreliza- 
tion leads to downfall.” 


Those who are in favor of F.E.P.C. legislation, non- 
segregation of races and the Report of President 
Truman’s Committee on Civil Rights should, of 
course, urge their Commissioners at the next meet- 
ing of our General Assembly to vote in favor of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church remaining within 
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the Council. Those who are against F.E.P.C. legis- 
lation, non-segregation and the enactment of Civil 
Rights legislation in accordance with President 
Truman’s recommendation to Congress.on Feb- 
ruary 2, 1948, should urge the Commissioners at 
the next meeting of our General Assembly to vote 
in favor of the Southern Presbyterian Church with- 
drawing. from the Federal Council of Churches. The 
course that the Federal Council would commit our 
Churches to in accordance with their objectives as 
set forth by their official pronouncements leads us 
down the road to the left away from the Constitu- 
tio of our Church, away from states’ rights (as 
given to us by Article 10 of the Constitution of 
the United States) toward a form of national so- 
cialism that would destroy the individual competi- 
tive enterprise system, constitutional government, 
and finally to a goal that would be incompatible 
with the Christian religion. 


A Dying Testimony 
By Rev. J. B. Green, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur . Georgia 


The witness was dying, but her testimony was 
and is living. And that it may live more widely, it 
is being written and published. Through her ex- 
ample she being dead, yet speaketh. 


The subject of this story was a nurse. For more 
than twenty-five years she taught and practiced 
nursing in the same hospital; and through her 
nursing she served. All her life she lived for others. 
A sister said of her that she was the most unselfish 
person she had ever known. 


Rather suddenly she became seriously ill. When 
the attack began, she was engaged on a case. In 
her weakness and pain she was seen lying on the 
floor. A little later she laid herself down on a table. 
Someone seeing her on the floor and on the table 
called the doctor to her aid. Tests were applied to 
determine the nature of her ailment. It was de- 
cided that an operation would be necessary. Her 
sisters were notified. The surgeon found that peri- 
tonitis had already developed. The operation over, 
the doctors and nurses made every effort to save 
the patient’s life. They inserted four tubes into her 
body: one in the incision, cne through her nose 
into her stomach, and two in other cpenings. These 
tubes were meant to drain out the fluids of her 
body and eliminate the poison. They administered 


medicines hypodermically and fed her through her 
veins. 


It was in that condition that this rare nurse- 
patient gave her testimony. She sang and sang and 
prayed and spoke words of confidence and hope. 
She sang psalms and hymns and recited scripture. 
Some songs she sang over and over again. “He 
Taught Me How To Watch And Pray,” “Jesus 
Lover Of My Soul,” “What A Friend We Have In 
Jesus,” “The Old Rugged Cross,” “I Will Lift Up 
Mine Eyes Unto The Hills,” “The Lord Is My 
Shepherd,” “Tell Me The Old - Old Story,” “Praise 
God From Whom All Blessings Flow,” “Is My 
Name Written There?” These are some of the 
Songs she sang. She prayed the Lord to let her 
live, if living, she could continue to serve. She 
closed her prayers with these words of submission: 
not my will, but Thine, be done. Like the Lord she 
laced “mine” under “Thine.” Shortly before she 

psed into unconsciousness, she laid her hand in 
a sister’s hand and calling her name said: “We 
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need not worry. We only need to place our hand 
in Jesus’ hand, and He will lead us on.” 


Those in the room with her listened with won- 
der and deep emotion. They had. never witnessed 
anything like what they were seeing and hearing. 
A sister told the writer that experience was one of 
the high points of her life; that she would carry 


the memory of it in vivid recollection as long as 
she lived. 


One testimony like that of this praiseful sufferer 
is worth a hundred sermons. How one could wish 
that worldlings—all worldlings—could have wit- 
nessed that deathbed scene. What a testimony to 
the power of divine grace, to the comfort of Chris- 
tian religion, to the reality of the Saviourhood of 
Jesus Christ. Joseph Addison, the British essayist, 
had a wayward nephew. When Addison lay a-dying 
he sent for the ungodly youth to come to his bed- 
side that he might see how a Christian can die. Oh, 
it is a great thing to go out singing! 


Death is swallowed up in victory, 

O death, where is thy sting? 

O grave, where is thy victory? 

The sting of death is sin; 

And the strength of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God who giveth us 

The victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


As the writer listened to the story of the trium- 
phant death of that child of grace, his heart melted 
within him; and he said to himself: How beautiful 
must have been the life that was crowned with 
such a death. What are houses and lands, what the 
wealth and wisdom of the world, when compared 
with the true riches of her éstate?: As I thought on 
the glorious ending of that unselfish life of ser- 
vice, I remembered the prayer of double-minded 
Balaam, and made it my own: 


“Let me die the death of the righteous; 
Let my last end be like his.” 


It was my privilege to look upon the face of this 
child of God as she lay in her casket. It was a pic- 
ture of perfect rest. I recalled with new under- 
standing of its meaning that fine phrase of one of 
Whittier’s hymns: “The beauty of thy peace.” As 
I mused, the heart-finding words of Rev. 22:3-4 
came to mind ... and his servants shall serve him; 
and they shall see his face; and his name shall be 
on their foreheads! What does that mean? I think 
it means that when his servants shail see his face, 
they shall have faces that answer to his face— 
faces like his. What glory that will be! That glory 
is hers whose testimony is here recorded. Will it 
be ours? 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar impressive statistics listed in our annual reports to 

one another, more of anything we can count, freely 

April 1948 release this Divine Power? These forms et service 

, ies : ave their places, when done truly in His Name, 

April 11: Christian Education Day. but are any of them first in importance, in His 
April 18: Assembly’s Training School Day. sight? 


Circle Topic: “The Origin And Development Of There is just one best channel for the inflow of 
The Bible.” His Power through which the outflow can then be. 
ves ; Pre come the overflow which will turn the tide in the 
Auxiliary Topic: “The Christian Home In A 1948 affairs of men. That channel is Mary’s “good 
Changing World.” gel doing just what she did, time after time, til] 

, , ‘ : * it became the habit of her mind and heart. She 
Bible Reading for the Month: Genesis and Exodus drew s0 near to Him, into His very Presence, that 
: : er mind could commune wit im, even in word- 
Presbyterial Meetings. less quietness; until she could and did “hear His 
*With the Circle Bible Studies, “Fitly Framed word” in the loving attention in which she held 
Together,” for the church year 1948-49, through her soul before Him. This is that “abiding in Him 
which we should discover the plot of the Bible, wo- and in His word’ which, so He said, becomes the 
men are challenged to read the Bible through in true “fruit” of The Vine in all you are and do, 
the year. The leaflet, “Reading The Bible By Units (John 15). This is the kind of living that makes 
Of Thought,” Price 5c, is available from the Com- the world take note that you have been with Jesus, 


mittee on Woman’s Work to guide in this reading intimately with Him, until that “something Divine” 
program. Those who begin early in April and con- speaks, even without words, through it all, the un- 
tinue faithful to the Bible Reading Program will answerable argument for the Supreme Power of 
discover this to be a most rewarding experience for Christ. 


Christian Growth. 


“oon” time, he this cout Life —— 
eek, to establish more dee in your own life 
“The Good Part” this quiet waiting in His pore Maa on His 
— trusting = His love, —"s a His sg 
Mrs Askew ections, committing your whole self to Him. 
By S. H. (Psalms 37). Then “the light of the knowledge of 
Not “the good life,” in contrast to a bad one, God in the face of Jesus Christ” will be reflected 
nor even a partial failure in contrast to full satis- in your loving spirit and will set others on fire for 
faction in living, but the good part in the good Him, who alone is the Light of the world. With 
life—what is that? There is no time now for what longing we wait for the dawning of the day 
second-bests to consume our best time and ener- of Jesus Christ in this hour, “the darkest before 
gies. We must know and keep the best order in our the dawn?” And oh, that through us, even now He 
lives if we would be open channels for the only might bring it in! 
Power sufficient to overpower the atomic power in : 
this man-driven age. To restore a commonplace truth to its first 


; uncommon lustre, you need only to translate 
We who accept the Lordship of Jesus the Christ it into action. But to do this you must first 


have His own answer to that question. He clearly have reflected on its truth.—S. T. Coleridge. 
pronounced Mary’s withdrawal from the surface 

activities of His visit to her home in order to keep cee ene 

very near to Him and — word Ms 

part,” in contrast to Martha’s continued and dis- 

senting ayaa, henge He recoguined bom - Important Notice To Church 

in His service. He sai ut one thing is needful” Treasurers Regarding 

and by choosing that one most needful thing—pre- —~ Easter 
sumably every time Jesus visited that home, which Offering For War Relief 

was often, for He loved each member of that fam- 


ily, as all were truly devoted to Him—Mary was Although the special offering for War Relief is 
ready, when His crisis-hour came, with the gift 


to be taken on March 28, the General Assembly 
that He commended above all others. (Luke 10:38- ordered that this offering be reported in the 
42 with John 12:1-8 and Mark 14:9). Church year beginning April 1, 1948. Therefore, 
i : : all church treasurers and central treasurers are 
Are you longing to render Him such service now hereby notified to indicate on their remittances 
as will reach the need of this crisis-hour and help whether the money they are sending is a part 
turn the tide toward, His Kingdom and His right- of the special Easter offering. It would be much 
eousness, through which alone we can come to better if this offering is held until April 15th 
know world peace? (Isaiah 32:17). How can we For the action of the General Assembly, see 19417 
best become open channels of His Power, now— Minutes, Recommendation 12, Page 185. 
lest universal physical destruction quickly end our 
opportunity? E. C. Scott, Treasurer, 
Will more meetings and better programs do it? 1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Can more books read and more money given, more Dallas 1, Texas. 








Apr. 1, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 21 





An Experience In Personal Work 
“I Can And I Will’ 


After the Sunday evening broadcast I was leav- 
ing the station when the young Jewish announcer 
asked: “‘Can you get me an English translation of 
the Old Testament?” 


“IT can get you one with the New Testament 
tacked onto it.” 


“That’s OK,” he replied. 


Then I turned in front of him and pointedly 
asked: ‘Why can’t you receive Jesus Christ of the 
New Testament as your Saviour?” 


He said: “I don’t know what you mean.” 


In a few minutes I had explained to him what I 
meant, and then asked again: “Why can’t you re- 
ceive Him as your Saviour?” 


“It’s too big a stumbling block yet. I can’t 
understand it.” 


With his consent I arranged for us to have sup- 
per together on Tuesday evening. That evening we 
spent three hours and a half in the Bible. I showed 
him Christ in all the Scriptures ending with the 
Gospels of Matthew and John. Again I brought him 
to the question: “‘Will you receive Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour?” 


He thought for a moment and said: “Just how 
do I do it?” 


_We turned together to John 1:12. I explained to 
him it says believe on His name. His name is Jesus 
Christ. This means Anointed Saviour. God has ap- 
pointed Jesus Christ as the only one who can and 
will save you from your sin and its future judge- 
ment and take you to heaven. The condition is 
your faith in this for yourself. Then again I said: 
“Will you believe, receiving by faith Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour for yourself?” 


He almost fell to the floor on his knees saying: 
“I ean and I will.” 


He prayed after I had, and gave thanks to God 
for his salvation. The following Sunday we re- 
ceived him into the church on confession of faith 
and baptism. —P. O. Sartelle. 


Still Serving 


_ “It’s good to know that we Chaplains are still 
In the thoughts of the folks in the Home Church, 
as it is very easy to get out of touch with things 
in the Church, especially when serving outside 
the United States.” 


This is the first sentence in a letter from Chap- 
lain Wm. Taylor, Jr., located in the Canal 
Zone. He goes on to say, “I was much interested 
in the action of the last General Assembly regard- 
» ing the Defense Service Council and think it the 
| Wise policy.” 


Chaplain Taylor then suggests that reports be 


requested from all the chaplains, so that the 
hurch may know how they serve. He said, “I 
' Make this suggestion because of a feeling that I 
' know most Chaplains have, that of being looked 
| Upon by the membership of the Church-at-large 
as being no longer a part of the ministry of our 
Church. And after all we do not feel that way 

about it. My own personal feeling is that I have 
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changed my status from the normal type of min- 
istry and am now doing more of a mission type. 
For example, I am here as the Protestant Chaplain, 
ministering to all Protestant faiths, on a base 
which has some four hundred families. I have a 
Sunday School that averages over 125 per Sunday, 
I sponsor character building activities such as 
Scouts, broadcast over the Armed Forces Radio 
network which covers a large area of Central 
America, visit stations from Peru to Guatemala 
and have a rather unique opportunity, I feel, as a 
Christian minister . . . Thanks again for your 
offer to be of any assistance to me. . .” 


This reply came when a communication was 
sent to all of our Chaplains stating that the 
General Assembly had placed this work under our 
Executive Committee of Religious Education and 
Publication and that it was our desire to serve 
them in every possible way. 


Navy Chaplain John E. Watts, Jr., stationed 
on Guam, writes, “This fact remains most im- 
portant to me, we as Chaplains, do need to be kept 
as close to our churches as possible. We all miss 
the ¢lose fellowship with our fellow ministers; we 
miss the news and advancement that our Church 
is making; . . . May I take this opportunity of 
expressing my appreciation for the little book by 
Trueblood . . . The book looks as if it is full of 
good material and I shall enjoy reading it.” 


There are ten of our ministers now serving as 
Chaplains in the Army; seven in the Navy, and 
seven full-time Chaplains in the Veterans Admin- 
istration, as well as five part-time Chaplains. Our 
Executive Cimmittee through its Defense Service 
Department is endeavoring to serve these ministers 
who represent our Church in their spiritual min- 
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istry. To service people and to the wounded 
and sick veterans. Both the Army and the Navy 
are asking for more Chaplains. Our Committee 
has paid an appropriation of $2,000 to aid in the 
establishment of the Chaplains’ Memorial Build- 
ing which will be the headquarters for the Gen- 
eral Commission on Chaplains in Washington. This 
is a Memorial to the Chaplains who lost their lives 
in the recent war. 


Appropriations totaling $20,852 were made to 
assist churches in 18 Camp Areas, located in 10 
different Synods. It appears that practically all of 
these are to be permanent training centers. The 
local churches need assistance in serving the young 
people from our own congregations. Several of 
these appropriations are to members of the Snede- 
cor Memorial Synod. 


On the urgent appeals from pastors in Univer- 
sity and College Centers, where thousands of 
veterans are studying, appropriations were made to 
assist in this great emergency. The first assistance 
was given two years ago, and the appropriations 
this year are $35,576. This assistance is being 
given to 31 different churches in 14 different 
Synods, and these churches are serving the stu- 
dents in 31 different Institutions of Higher Learn- 
ing, all except one are State Institutions. In the 
majority of cases the appropriations are for sal- 
aries of special student workers, and in a few 
cases to aid in financing student programs. 


The receipts for this work have fallen more 
than $12,000 behind disbursements for the first 
ten months of the Church Year. Receipts through 
February amounted to only $32,581.75. 


While the cost of our work is small in com- 
parison to other activities in the Church, yet it is 
important that this ministry be continued. 


Defense Service Department, 
Executive Committee of Religious 
Education and Publication, 

Edward D. Grant, Executive Secretary. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


te 


THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
-. OF GRACE 


By Oscar Handman. Published by the Macmillan 
Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 
Price $2.00. 


The idea of grace is written large on almost 
every page of the New Testament. It is vibrant in 
its recorded sermons. It appears frequently in its 
epistles. It is vocal in its doxologies. It shines forth 
in its benedictions. It is a word that has meant 
much in the history of Christian experience. In 
spite of all this the author states that the story of 
grace demands close and serious attention if we 
would seek to understand it. Although the author 
writes from the theological standpoint of the 
Church of England, this book should be interesting 
to all evangelical Christians. It is thin in size, but 
not in content. It is weighty in thought and a 
valuable addition to theological literature. 


One of the best chapters in the book is on, “The 
Formulation of the Doctrine.” It presents a 
splendid analysis, of the theological issues between 
Augustine and, Pelagius, He reminds his own 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Apr. 1, 1948 





denomination that thoughtful Christians who visit 
the Church of England report that it has an 
Augustinian prayer book and a Pelagian pulpit 
and that few Episcopalians seem to be aware of 
the inconsistency. Then he remarks, “If this jg 
true, it provides a very strong recommendation to 
the renewed study of the doctrine of grace.” 


Although the Augustinian and the Calvinistic 
theologian will not concur in all the author's 
conclusions he will be thankful for this timely book 
that places its emphasis on God-centered theology. 

—John R. Richardson, 


—_—@——— 


THE POLITY OF THE CHURCH 


Volume I. By J. L. Schaver. Published by The 
Church Polity Press, 350 West Sixty-ninth Street, 
Chicago, Ill. Price $3.00. 


The main thrust of this book is directed to the 
promotion of good government in the churches 
wherein: “All things must be done decently and in 
order unto the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ 
from Whom all authority in the Church proceeds,” 
The first three chapters discuss the polity of the 
Episcopal, Congregational, Presbyterian and Luth- 
eran Churches. The remaining nine chapters deal 
with the function of ministers, deacons, elders, dis- 
cipline, and various questions on church polity. 


Although the author gives courteous considera- 
tion to other forms of church polity he is con- 
vinced that the Presbyterian polity used in Re- 
formed Churches is the most Scriptural of all ec- 
clesiastical systems. He writes: “Presbyterian 
polity holds that there should be a Consistory or 
Session in every Church for the purpose of govern- 
ment and administration. In its insistence that 
there be a plurality of elders in every Church, that 
there be a distinction between the elder that 
teaches (the pastor) and the elders who govern, 
and that the deacons’ work concerns temporalities, 
Presbyterian polity agrees with the polity of the 
primitive Church. The Episcopal and the Indepen- 
dent polities are departures from the New Testa- 
ment in these respects.’”’ The author insists that 
the Presbyterian polity that believes in the equa- 
lity of ministers is based on a principle which the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself established. (Matthew 
20:25-28; Luke 22:24-27). Holding to this con- 
viction he does not hesitate to say that Episcopal 
polity is a definite departure from the New Testa- 
ment principle. 

This book is a splendid contribution to the sub- 
ject of ecclesiastical polity. Many valuable sta- 
tistics are given in the last chapter. 


An unusually complete index adds to the value 
and usefulness of the book. 
—John R. Richardson. 
(See Ad on Page 21) 


———— 
CHRIST: THE HOPE OF GLORY 


Christological Eschatology. By William Childs 
Robinson. Published by Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 1945. 324 Pages. Price $3.00. 


The weakness of much of modern eschatolog' 
cal thinking lies in the fact that eschatology } 
dealt with apart from the other topics of 
theology, and thus is practically treated either 4% 
apocalyptics or as philosophical speculation on the 
end of man and the universe. Taking from be 
ginning to end his stand firmly in the Bible an 
interpreting it as bearing witness to Christ, Dr. 
Robinson succeeds in gathering ample evidence 
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for the fact that hope is an essential element of 
our faith, and that this hope is centered in the 
work of the risen Christ. All the important aspects 
of the Christian expectation of the future are 
brought out in this careful and penetrating study, 
which for many years to come will be one of the 
standard works on New Testament eschatology. 
There is no vagueness or ambiguity in the author’s 
Biblical exegesis. Yet on points where no final 
certainty has been reached he states his own views 
convincingly without pretending that his is the 
only possible interpretation. His treatment of 
man’s state after death is particularly commend- 
able in that respect. 


The book discloses the great influence that 
the escatological trend in modern Continental 
theology has had upon the author’s mind, but it 
also shows that he did not simply swallow that 
new “eschatologism” but rather integrated it in a 
Presbyterian system of thought. Prof. Robinson 
represents a. sound realism that keeps equally 
aloof from the “spiritualizing’ of eschatology, 
which eliminates its futuristic character, as well 
as from that massive materialism which char- 
acterizes so many “prophetic” interpretations. The 
complete otherness of the divine reality which 
manifests itself in the eschatological process, is 
carefully kept in mind throughout the book. The 
only point on which this reviewer would seriously 
disagree with the author, is his treatment of the 
millennium, which is practically amillenarianism. 
His refutation of modern premillenarianism is in 
the whole convincing. But the mere fact that the 
millennium is only once directly spoken of in the 
New Testament does not discredit that idea. It 
only makes it necessary to interpret it with con- 
stant reference to other ideas which are found 
more frequently in the New Testament, especially 
to the redemptive work of Christ. Paul’s idea of 
the believers’ reigning with Christ certainly re- 
quires a stage between the resurrection and the 
moment, when the Son will return the kingship to 
his father, which will be different both from the 
pre-resurrection state and the non-militant state 
of glory, when all enemies have been subdued to 
Christ. —Otto A. Piper. 


—_——@——— 


CALVINISM IN TIMES 
OF CRISIS 


Calvinistic Action Committee. Published by, The 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Price $1.50. 


Should this book and what it represents be 
allowed to stand before the eyes of the liberals 
and unionists of the Church, especially those of 
the Reformed branches, they might begin to under- 
stand that there is in the Church a hard core of 
determined and militant men of the Reformation 
who have a view of things all their own; the view 
of life and history from the standpoint of con- 
sistent God-centered Christianity, which is Calvin- 
ism; the. ecumenical witness to historic Reformed 
Protestantism as it touches the whole of life in 
armony with its own genius; and if this could be 
understood and recognized as regulative not sec- 
tarian, perhaps progress could be made in rescuing 
the Church from its brokenness. For the person 
who would stand with those who seek to witness to 
the life and world view of Calvinism in these days 
of confusion and despair, this book is of excep- 
tional value. Here are five lectures prepared by 
eminent Calvinists from the Netherlands, South 
Africa, and the United States, upon the following 
themes: Calvinism and Spiritual Freedom, Calvin- 


Cio a 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


i= Communion Sets: Altar Ap- 
pointments - Altar Brass Goods 








ey 


Tin 
46 








CATALOG 
OW REQUEST 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Embroideries:— Fabrics 
Custom ee 3 Clergymen 
Marking 
1837 Years Of Service 1948 
; To The Church And Clergy 
., 4 COX SONS & VINING, lac. 





131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y 














FLORIDA LODGE 


(Formerly Nisbet ) 
Open June 15, 1948 


Mrs. P. W. Conroy . Manager 
452 S. W. Twenty-first Road — Miami, Fla. 











ism and Communism, Calvinism and the Current 
Scientific Outlook, Calvinism and Humanism, Calvi- 
nism in American Theology Today. Of course these 
themes are not exhaustively treated, and it is not 
our purpose in this brief notice to examine the 
lectures critically, but it is our intention to point 
out that here is an area of able and ecumenical 
Calvinistic thought that cannot be by-passed by 
the Church at large. Sooner or later, in our opinion, 
the Church, the true and continuing Church, must 
think its thoughts after God as in His Word. Here 
is an attempt to do just that. From the vantage 
ground of this kind of effort the future of the 
Church appears to be not a wilderness of unrelated 
subjectivisms, but a redemptive march upon the 
path of Truth which leads to the everlasting King- 
dom of our Lord. —wWilliam D. Gray. 


Wings For The Soul 
A Rendezvous With God 


I have a rendezvous with God! 
Upon His blessed day of rest, 
To His loved house I go, and meet 
With others on the Holy Quest; 
Whose presence fills His holy place, 
Our spiritual eyes behold 
The radiance of our Father’s face; 
Then at the midweek hour of prayer 
What strength flows down our need to meet, 
As unto Him in prayer we turn, © 
United at the mercy seat! 
How can I to my faith be true 
If I keep not this rendezvous? 
—Author Unknown. 
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TO THE HOME AND THE CHURCH 


God Has Committed The Important 
Task Of Christian Education 
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Moses, the great teacher who spoke for God, in the sixth chapter of Deuteronomy exalts the 
responsibility and opportunity of spiritual education in the home and outlines plans and 
methods which if humbly and faithfully followed cannot fail. 


Jesus, in outlining plans for the establishment of the Kingdom of God, gave two command- 
ments: ‘Go preach,” and “go teach.” 


The Apostle Paul gave this instruction to Timothy: ‘The things that thou has heard of me 


among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men who shall be able to teach 
others also.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Has ever emphasized the cultivation of religion in the home. It has ever recognized the fact 
that the Church will not rise higher than the homes which feed its life; the State will be no 
better than the homes from which its citizens come. All hearts are thrilled by Robert Burns’ 
description of the home in The Cotter’s Saturday Night and give assent to his declaration: 
“From scenes like these old Scotia's grandeur springs.’ The neglect of this God-given op- 
portunity and responsibility either by the home or the Church will hinder the progress and 
endanger the very life of the Church and drive the world into increasing doubt and fear and 


despondency. 
THE STATE 


Now from its highest and its lower courts reminds the home and the Church of their primary 
duty. The Supreme Court of the United States rendered a decision on March 8, 1948, de 
nying to the State the power “to utilize its tax-supported public school system in aid of re- 
ligious instruction."” The Court disclaimed ‘a government hostility to religion or to religious 
teachings,”” and added, “both religion and government can best work to achieve their lofty 
aims if each is left free from the other within its respective sphere.’ If home and Church fail 
how awtul the failurel 


OUR PRESBYTERIAN INSTITUTIONS 


Of Christian Higher Education are absolutely essential. (1) They are preparing parents for 
the work in their homes. (2) They are training preachers and teachers for our Churches, our 
solleges, seminaries and training schools. (3) They are imparting a true philosophy of life to 
orospective teachers, principals and presidents of our public schools, high schools, colleges, 
universities and professional schools. (4) They lay the foundations for character on which 
the abundant life may be lived and enduring service rendered. 

















Think, pray, give that our Institutions may be better 
equipped and more adequately supported. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary — William H. Hopper, Treasurer 
410 Urban Building — Louisville (2) Kentucky 
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